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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Shi-yong Chon

SUN Looks to a New

Decade

Ninth GA in Naples Sets a New
Course for Future Action

he Silk-Road Universities Network

(SUN) returned to Italy for its an-
nual General Assembly (GA) and the In-
ternational Academic Conference of the
International Association for Silk-Road
Studies (IASS). The University of Naples
[’Orientale graciously hosted the Ninth
General Assembly and the Eighth TASS
Conference in November 2024.

Seven years earlier, Ca’Foscari Uni-
versity of Venice hosted the Third GA in
2018. Both Venice and Naples were signif-
icant locations on the ancient Silk Roads,
making it especially meaningful for the
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SUN community to gather once more in
Italy as it embarks on a new decade of
growth and collaboration. Since its in-
ception in 2015 in Seoul, South Korea,
SUN has achieved remarkable growth
and expansion over the past decade.

Under the theme of “Strengthening
the Network Power of SUN for Fostering
International Cooperation and Collab-
oration among Member Universities,”
participating heads, professors, and stu-
dents from member universities worked
together over five days to reflect on the
Network’s development over the past de-
cade and discuss its strategic direction
for the years ahead.

Notably, SUN, which now encompasses
eighty-one universities and higher edu-
cational institutions across sixty-two cit-
les in twenty-seven countries along the
ancient Silk Roads, welcomed five new
members:

University of Donja Gorica, Montene-
gro; Mu’tah University, Jordan; Universi-
ty Abou Bekr Belkaid - Tlemcen, Algeria;
Setif 1 University Ferhat Abbas, Algeria;
and University of Science and Technolo-
gy Houari Boumediene, Algeria.

The admission of three Algerian uni-
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versities particularly demonstrates SUN’s
successful efforts to expand its presence
on the African continent.

The Naples GA also saw key appoint-
ments that will strengthen SUN’s lead-
ership. Professor Mohammad Galety of
Samarkand International University
of Technology was named president of
IASS 2025. Professor M. Ertan Gokmen
of Ankara University was appointed as
an auditor for SUN, and Professor Dorota
Majewicz of Koszalin University of Tech-
nology, Poland, was designated SUN’s
student advisor. For USSUN, the student
arm of SUN, appointed Emanuele Pizzato
of Ca’Foscari University of Venice Secre-
tary General of USSUN.

The 2025 programs and projects
drawn up during the Naples GA reaffirm
SUN’s commitment to the values of the
ancient Silk Roads: coexistence, collab-
oration, co-prosperity, diversity, and in-
clusiveness.

To mark the 700th anniversary of
Marco Polo’s death, Ca’Foscari Universi-
ty of Venice will host four student con-
tests in collaboration with SUN. Ca’Fos-
carl had previously partnered with SUN
and the city of Venice in 2021 for events

6



commemorating the Italian ancient city’s
1600th anniversary, which sets high ex-
pectations for the upcoming Marco Polo
events.

SUN has also established plans for a
series of ambitious “Silk-Road Forums”
to be hosted across multiple member
universities:

Silk-Road Museum, History,
and Archaeology Forum
University of Naples “L’Orientale” and
Professor Emeritus Richard T. Griffith,
Leiden University

Silk-Road Language and
Literature Forum

Uzbekistan State University of World
Languages

Silk-Road Nature Conservation

and Climate Forum

University of Delhi and National University of
Mongolia

Silk-Road Inter-Disciplinary
Research Forum
Canadian University of Dubai



Silk-Road Medical Forum
UNICA and National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens

Silk-Road Sports Forum
University of Donja Gorica, Montenegro

A successful launch of these forums
will undoubtedly make 2025 — a mile-
stone 10th anniversary for SUN—one of
the network’s most vibrant and produc-
tive years yet. Every member of the SUN
community is encouraged to contribute
to making these initiatives a resounding
success, laying a strong foundation for
another decade of impactful collabora-
tion and growth.
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Naples Hosts the
9th GA & the 8th
IASS of SUN

Amali Ranavi Thanthrige



Marking the 9th consecutive year,
Silk-Road Universities Network

(SUN) held its 9th General Assembly in Na-
ples, Italy from 11 to 15 November, 2024.
The annual gathering of SUN was co-spon-

sored by University of Naples L’'Orientale,
Italy, and the Canadian University of Du-
bai, United Arab Emirates, and was held
simultaneously with the 8th International
Academic Conference of SUN. This year’s
event had participation from about 24 dif-
ferent member universities located along
the Silk Roads, and university heads, pro-
fessors, academic staff, and students gath-
ered to strengthen partnerships and col-
laborations.

University of Naples I’Orientale, as a pi-
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oneer member of SUN, took the opportu-
nity to bring diverse cultures, skills, teach-
ers, and scholars into one place through
co-hosting the annual General Assembly
and the IASS academic conference in one
of the cultural hubs of Italy. Since the oc-
casion was organized under the theme of
“strengthening partnerships for research
among member universities” holding
two significant events simultaneously al-
lowed all important academic figures to
exchange knowledge while engaging in in-
sightful dialogues on developing further
collaborative initiatives.

Not only were there the heads of mem-
ber universities and students, but other
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key figures represented the city of Naples,
as well as non-member universities, and
other distinguished guests shed lights on
building strong and effective research and
academic collaborations. The participation
of Francesco Senese, Advisor to the May-
or of Naples on International Affairs, Wu
Junru, Co-Director of the Instituto Confu-
cio, and representatives from University
of Tokyo signaled potential ways of restor-
ing and reforming existing membership
among Asian universities.

The event continued following the usual
order with the opening ceremony, admin-
istrative procedures, and award ceremony
where the students of SUN receive the rec-
ognition for their excellence contribution
and performances through Writing Con-
test of SUN (WRICOS) and Photo Contest of
SUN (PHOCQS). Through these awards SUN
attempts to open doors for the students of
SUN to explore hidden talents while shar-
ing the beauty of diversity along the Silk
Roads.

During the four day event, participants
also had opportunities to discover the
unique artistic and architectural value of

12
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the city of Naples and its region through
cultural tours. On the third day, university
heads and representatives had the oppor-
tunity to visit the Eboli, a historically im-
portant location that is also known as the
birthplace of the founder of the University
of Naples L’Orientale, Matteo Ripa. Mean-
while, the student participants enjoyed the
traditional and modern beauty of Naples.
One of the most important things for keep-
ing the spirit of SUN alive is maintaining
strong and meaningful relationships with
each and every member university. Dr.
Sung Dong Hwang, the Secretary General
of SUN, stressed that these annual gath-
erings nurtured the essence of the over-
all mission of SUN and friendships among

13



member universities.

The last day of the General Assembly
was mainly allocated for student work-
shops and president’s workshops where
present and future leaders of SUN and
the globe engaged in discussions to craft
plans for future activities. Shifting the US-
SUN Secrateriat, the principal administra-
tive center for the students, from Allameh
Tabataba’i University, Teheran, Iran to
Ca’Foscari University of Venice, Italy, was
one of the significant moment for SUN as
well as USSUN. The newly appointed Sec-
retary General of USSUN, Elia Emanue-
le Pizzato, and Professor Dorota Majewl,
Advisor to USSUN, emphasized building
strong networks and maintaining connec-
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tions through active communication as es-

sential to carry the students’ work of SUN.
At the same time, university presidents
joined in conversations about strengthen-
Ing research collaboration and launching
academic exchange programs which will
mutually benefit students as well as schol-
ars/researchers. The annual gathering suc-
cessfully ended on 15 November, confirm-
Ing Samarkand International University
of Technology (SIUT) as the co-host of 10th
General Assembly, proving that the SUN
and member Universities continue to pro-
mote peaceful co-existence of universities,
cultures, people, and the countries.
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Amali Ranavi Thanthrige is a graduate
student in International and European relations
at Linkoping University, Sweden. She is also an
editorial assistant of SILKROADIA.
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with Professor
Sungdon Hwang,
Secretary
General of SUN

Amali Ranavi Thanthrige
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rofessor Sungdon Hwang, Secretary
PGeneral of SUN, collaborated closely
with the University of Naples L’Orientale
and the Canadian University Dubai to or-
ganize the 9th General Assembly of SUN
and the 8th International Academic Con-
ference of the International Association
for Silk Road Studies (IASS) in Naples, Ita-
ly, this November. As the 9th General As-
sembly of SUN and the 8th International
Academic Conference successfully ended
with the participation of heads of mem-
ber universities, students, new member
universities, as well as diverse set of dis-
tinguish guests from various institutions,
SILKROADIA team invited the Secretary
General for an interview to share some in-
sights about these events along with his
thoughts and plans for the upcoming activ-
ities of SUN.

During this interview he stressed how
successtul it was to hold the two major
events of SUN simultaneously, and par-
ticularly how a clear-cut division of labor
in the preparatory work for both events
allowed more effective collaboration be-
tween two event planners. Professor
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Hwang also mentioned how important
was the opportunity to address the need to
strengthen research collaborations among
member universities. Consequently, as a
result of combined effort and discussions,
SUN and the member universities have
agreed to establish forums to foster these
collaborations. For example, the Silk Road
Medical Forum will be led jointly by UNI-
CA (Network of Universities from the Cap-
itals of European Countries) and Kapodis-
trian University of Athens, Greek, and the
Silk Road Language and Literature Fo-
rum led by Uzbekistan State University of
World Languages.

Further, the Secretary General noted
that outstanding Algerian Universities
have joined as new members of SUN, in-
augurating SUN’s anticipated partnerships
with even more African Universities in
the future, with the special support of Uni-
versity of Naples I’Orientale.. Professor
Hwang also highlighted that he 1s excited
about new leaderships of the USSUN, the
student body of SUN, and looks forward to
seeing diverse activities that benefit stu-
dents while increasing students participa-
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tion in SUN events. Lastly, he also noted
that the SUN i1s preparing to join the UN
Economic and Social Council this year, sig-
naling an exciting future for the organi-
zation. Below are excerpts from the inter-
View.

Q: How do you evaluate the outcomes of
the 9th General Assembly of SUN and the
8th International Academic Conference
of IASS? What are the key achievements
of these events?

A: Quite successful in many respects. First
of all, the General Assembly and the IASS
conference this year established a good
case for collaboration between the host
university and the SUN Secretariat for pre-
paring the two events in the future. The
two entities agreed on a clear-cut division
of labor in preparing the events. The host
university was focused upon the IASS con-
ference while the SUN Secretariat Office
took the lead on the General Assembly.
The collaboration between the two par-
ties based upon this division of labor was
so fantastic that the two events were able
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Professor Sung Dong Hwang and Professor Patricia

during the 9th GA of SUN
Photo by Eui-hwan Cho

to be completed without any conflicts be-
tween the two parties and with the com-
plete satisfaction of the participants.
Second, as a result of this year’s Gener-
al Assembly and the IASS conference, SUN
can establish a structure for research col-
laboration among member universities,
which is a fundamental reason for estab-
lishing SUN. Numerous forums in which
researchers of member universities do re-
search together were formed, and the uni-
versity which is supposed to take the lead-
er in managing each of the four initiatives
was decided. For example, the Silk Road
Research Collaboration Forum to promote
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International, inter-universities, and in-
terdisciplinary research collaboration was
established and will be led by the Cana-
dian University Dubai, which is the chair
university of SUN. The Silk Road History,
Archeology, and Museum Forum was ini-
tiated by the University of Naples “L’Ori-
entale” and the will be co-led by Professor
Emeritus Richard Griffith of University of
Leiden.

Third, the two events in Naples this year
enabled SUN to expand its internation-
al network. Three universities in Algeria
joined SUN and participated in the events
so that Africa now can be included in the
list of continents where SUN member uni-
versities are located. Organizations which
have had a strong international network
such as UNICA, an alliance of universities
at the capital cities of European countries,
and ISMEO, a renowned international sci-
entific and cultural organization for Med-
iterranean and Oriental studies has be-
come a partner of SUN. In addition, a very
important initiative by which SUN will es-
tablish strong ties with diverse Silk Road
cities was provided by the signing during
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the General Assembly of an MOU between
SUN and with “WeGo,” an internation-
al association of more than 250 cities in
the world led by the metropolitan city of
Seoul, Korea.

Last but not least, the SUN events in Na-
ples this year enabled us to witness the
strong willingness of SUN member univer-
sities to overcome limitations which had
been posed by the pandemic. The number
of participating universities and people in
the events was restored to levels seen be-
fore the pandemic. We also saw no change
at all in the readiness for active support
for and participation in the activities of
SUN by the member universities. The host
universities for the forthcoming General
Assemblies and IASS annual conferences
from 2025 till 2028 were decided without
any hesitation.

Q: This year, for the first time, the SUN
General Assembly and the IASS Interna-
tional Academic Conference were held
simultaneously. Do you believe this ap-
proach was effective? What were its ben-
efits?
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A: Although it was not “for the first time,”
holding the two events simultaneously at
the same place, this year at University of
Naples “I’Orientale” represented a good
approach. It enriched the programs more
than holding the two events separately
from one another. It also enabled us to
hold the two events more cost-effectively.
Insofar as the President of IASS does not
think otherwise, it seems better for the
two events to be held simultaneously at
the same place as happened this year.

Q: The theme of this year’s events was
“How to Strengthen Research Collabora-
tion among Member Universities.” Could
you elaborate on the discussions and out-
comes related to this topic?

A: As I mentioned earlier, research col-
laboration among member universities
of SUN is a fundamental mission of SUN.
Thanks to a strong commitment from Pro-
fessor Chelli, Chairman of SUN, this issue
was adopted as the overall official theme
of the General Assembly of SUN this year.
The heads of delegations to the General
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Assembly were asked to discuss this issue
during the board meeting. All participating
board members agreed on the necessity
of this activity of SUN and saw eye to eye
on the timing. They all agreed to establish
a structure enabling research collabora-
tion among member universities especial-
ly in the inter-disciplinary and sustainable
ways. As a result of intensive discussions,
it was decided to establish a number of fo-
rums with each being led by a particular
university, as follows:

@® International Interdisciplinary
Research Forum led by the Canadian
University Dubai

@® Silk Road Medical Forum led jointly
by UNICA (Network of Universities
from the Capitals of European
Countries) and Kapodistrian
University of Athens, Greek

@® Silk Road Museum Forum led
jointly by University of Naples
“L’Orientale” and Professor Emeritus
Robert Griffith, Leiden University,
Netherland

@® Silk Road History Forum, Silk Road
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Archeology Forum, and Silk Road
Anthropology Forum led by
University of Naples “I’Orientale”

@® Silk Road Language and Literature
Forum led by Uzbekistan State
University of World Languages

@®Silk Road Mayors Forum led by
“WeGo,” an international city
network chaired by the Seoul
Metropolitan City Government, which
1s composed of more than 260 cities
all over the world

Q: In a previous interview with
SILKROADIA, Dr. Roberto Tottoli, Rector
of the University of Naples L’Orientale,
expressed his desire to expand the SUN
network to include African universities.
Could you provide more details about
this plan?

A: Africa, as a continent of the oldest an-
clent civilizations must be included when
we talk about the Silk Roads. Unfortunate-
ly, however, no African universities had
joined SUN. Given this fact, we welcomed
the desire of Dr. Roberto Tottoli, Rector of
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the University of Naples I’Orientale, to ex-
pand the SUN network to include African
universities expressed in his interview
with SILKROADIA. His hope was especial-
ly plausible because the University of Na-
ples “I’Orientale” has strong ties with Af-
rican universities due to a long history of
African studies. Thanks to the fame of his
University in this respect, and the help of
Dr. Chelli, President of Canadian Universi-
ty Dubai and the Chair University of SUN,
three universities in Algeria joined SUN
and participated in the General Assembly
of SUN this year. I expect more African
universities to join SUN from this year.

Professor Hwang and Dr. Karim Chelli, the Chairman of the SUN

and the president of Canadian University Dubai, and rectors and
professors of member universities during the board meeting of

SUN Photo by Eui-hwan Cho
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Q: USSUN, SUN’s student organization,
has recently formed a new leadership
team. What are your expectations for

their contributions to the development
of SUN and USSUN?

A: Yes, the students participating in the
USSUN workshop this year elected a new
President of USSUN and a new Secre-
tary-General of USSUN Secretariat. USSUN
i1s the official student body of SUN. It is a
very important component of SUN because
it is expected to work for the common in-
terest of the students of member universi-
ties of SUN which is more than 800,000.
Both the new President of USSUN and
the new Secretary-General of USSUN Sec-
retariat are European students: a student
of the Aristotle University of Thessaloni-
ki, Greece for USSUN President and that of
Ca’Foscari University of Venice, Italy for
USSUN Secretariat. I expect them to design
diverse programs that are more free, in-
novative, and open to the students of all
member universities of SUN than ever be-
fore. As Secretary-General of SUN, I will be
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glad to assist them in doing so.

Q: The 9th General Assembly concluded
with the decision to hold the next meet-
ing in Samarkand, Uzbekistan. What will
be the primary focus of the Samarkand
General Assembly?

A: Yes, all of the participants in the 9th
General Assembly of SUN confirmed that
the 10th General Assembly and the 9th An-
nual IASS conference are to be hosted by
the Samarkand International University
of Technology in Uzbekistan. The overall
theme and dates will be announced soon
before February. One thing is quite obvi-
ous; a primary focus will be given to the
re-interpretation of Samarkand, an iconic
city of the Silk Roads, as a fountain of wis-
dom for the sustainability of civilization.
The IASS conference will be organized as
a venue of interdisciplinary research col-
laboration so that the result of activities by
the diverse forums established at Naples
in 2024 can be visualized.

Q: Looking ahead, what challenges do
you foresee for SUN in the coming years,
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and how does the organization plan to
address them?

A: SUN becomes 10 years old in 2025. It
has carried out diverse programs for the
students, professors, and administrators
of member universities. The programs and
activities of SUN were attractive enough
for SUN to grow as an international net-
work organization consisting of 87 univer-
sities in 69 cities and 29 countries along
the land and maritime Silk Roads from
Portugal to Korea. I would like to express
my deep appreciation to those who have
committed themselves to the development
of SUN that we now see. SUN anticipates a
number of challenges in the coming years.
Sustainability and international visibility
are the most critical. For sustainability, two
things are important. One is to improve
the quality of membership in addition to
its quantity. Those universities which have
maintained membership without active
participation in the activities of SUN have
to be persuaded to be more active. The
other is to carry out our programs in a way
that universities can recognize the bene-
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fits of becoming a member of SUN more
tangibly than ever. Regarding internation-
al visibility, SUN will continue its efforts to
strengthen the partnership with other in-
ternational organizations sharing similar
values and missions.

The effort of SUN to obtain consulta-
tive status from the UN Economic and So-
cial Council this year is quite important.
I would like to cordially ask our member
universities to support this effort of SUN.
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Students
Share Their
Thoughts on the
SUN General

Assembly

Photo by Eui-hwan Cho

he 2024 General Assembly of the Silk-
TRoad Universities Network (SUN)
marked another milestone in fostering in-
ternational collaboration and cultural ex-
change. This year, the event witnessed the
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enthusiastic participation of 26 students
from diverse universities, embodying the
spirit of global unity that SUN represents.

Representing their respective universi-
ties, the students gave engaging presenta-
tions about their countries, cultures, and
academic institutions. Through these, they
also shared their personal passions and as-
pirations, fostering a deeper understand-
ing and appreciation for the diverse back-
grounds within the group.

One of the key highlights of the assem-
bly was the election of the new USSUN
leadership team. Students actively partici-
pated in the voting process, demonstrating
their commitment to shaping the future of
the network.

33




The cultural sharing session was an-
other memorable aspect of the event.
Participants bonded over lively dance
performances and cultural exchanges, cel-
ebrating their diversity through joy and
camaraderie. These moments provided a
platform for students to connect on a per-
sonal level, bridging cultural gaps and
building lifelong friendships.

Additionally, the students explored the
streets of Naples together, visiting iconic
sites and immersing themselves in the lo-
cal Italian culture. This shared experience
not only enriched their understanding of
Italy’s rich heritage but also strengthened
the sense of unity among the group.

Reflecting on the experience, the stu-
dents expressed their deep satisfaction
with the program. "It was a privilege to
represent my university and share my
dreams with such an inspiring group of
peers,” one participant shared. Another
added, "Walking through the streets of Na-
ples with students from around the world
was an unforgettable experience that high-
lighted the beauty of cultural exchange."

The success of the 2024 General As-
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sembly underscores the importance of
initiatives like SUN in cultivating a new
generation of global leaders. With fresh
perspectives and strengthened bonds, the
students left the event ready to carry for-
ward the ideals of unity, collaboration, and
mutual understanding in their respective
journeys.

Below, we share some of their thoughts
and reflections from Students.
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Maria Pourlioti

Tracing the Path of
a Modern Silk Road.:
Reflections on the 9th GA

November 2024 Naples serves as a central
hub for the multi-diverse academic net-
work that brought together people from
all corners of the world. The Silk-Road Uni-
versity Network is successfully reviving
the spirit of the ancient Silk Road, actively
seeking immediate ways to foster interna-
tional scientific and cultural collaboration.

Although five days usually seems suffi-
cient for such an event, in this case it felt
too brief. Days and hours were packed
with experiences, knowledge, and emo-
tions. The organizing committee flawless-
ly orchestrated the entire event, with its
members consistently smiling and eager to
help. Their exceptional behind-the-scenes
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efforts were clearly reflected in the confer-
ence’s excellent execution. Also, the hos-
pitality provided by the I’ Orientale team
was equally outstanding. Both students
and faculty worked tirelessly to provide a
comprehensive experience and ensure the
comfort and satisfaction of everyone.
Perhaps what stood out the most was
the opportunity for genuine communica-
tion. In an era where interpersonal con-
tact often falters for various reasons, the
conference provided a rare chance for
honest interaction between the two main
groups in attendance: professors and
speakers on the one side and students and
participants on the other. It is truly vital
for participants to feel like an organic part
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of the conference rather than to have a de-
tached, decorative role. In this way a sin-
cere sense of unity and equality prevailed.
Younger attendees approached seasoned
scholars without hesitation, as they were
keen to listen and accept the perspectives
of the younger generation. Moreover, their
presentations were enlightening, offering
deeper insights into the historical journey
of the Silk Road rather than just summa-
rized information.

Beyond the intellectual stimulation an-
other invaluable aspect emerged: the cre-
ation of meaningful bonds and the foun-
dation of new friendships. Although some
might see these sentiments as excessive,
the bonding undeniably added a genuine
human touch to the meeting. Young people
from diverse backgrounds came together,
exchanged ideas and cultural elements,
shared moments, and connected both
mentally and emotionally.

Glven the Network’s status and prestige,
expanding into other countries is vital for
consolidating its worldwide influence. In
order to achieve this, current members
should participate consistently in SUN’s
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activities and strategically promote them
within student communities. Furthermore,
making the Network more practical in its
approach could yield substantial benefits.
As a coalition of scientists, SUN can, and
perhaps must, aim for independent recog-
nition within the broader academic com-
munity by engaging in research initiatives.
Experienced professors collaborating with
ambitious young researchers could devel-
op projects that benefit both the individu-
als involved and the Network as a whole.
As the new elected President of US-
SUN alongside my dear friend, Muhayyo
Odilxojaeva, as vice-president, I aim to
honor the longstanding efforts of the Net-
work’s leaders and volunteers. We must
reciprocate the support and trust shown
by friends and peers, ensuring our voice
serves as a means to represent student
needs to the Network’s directors. While
evaluating the feasibility of proposed ac-
tions, our enthusiasm for the work fuels
numerous ideas for the future: establish-
ing research teams, creating an academic
journal to publish work across various dis-
ciplines, organizing accredited language

39



courses, compiling a collective work on
the history of the Silk Road and founding
a virtual reading club to cultivate literary
interest and highlight significant national
literary treasures. For any of these ideas
to materialize, members must maintain
frequent contact and foster direct collab-
oration. Over the coming year, my prima-
ry goal is to promote the network both in
Greece and in other countries, leveraging
every available means, such as social me-
dia, as my friends Manfei Zhu and Mu-
hayyo have already emphasized.

The conference leaves a bittersweet
aftertaste: sweet, for the love and expe-
riences it brought; bitter, for the fear of
losing even the smallest details of what
we shared. For now, I hold on tight to the
smiles, the hearty laughter, the dances, the
songs, and the heartfelt farewell on our fi-
nal evening together. Until the SUN rises
again next year in Uzbekistan!

Maria Pourlioti is a fourth-year Master's
student of Department of Philology (Specialty:
Classics, Applied Linguistics) at Aristotle
University of Thessaloniki, Greece.
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L e \ m'ﬁ Manfei Zhu

Unforgettable Memories:
The 9th SUN GA

This conference is truly unforgettable
for me and marks one of the most signifi-
cant moments in my life. SUN’s activities—
photography and writing—hold profound
meaning. These photos and writings allow
us to see the world more clearly and touch
the depths of our inner selves.

Thanks to SUN, we gathered in Naples,
I[taly, coming from various places and dif-
ferent countries. From strangers at the
start, we shared the different cultures of
each country and we grew into a united
family. We celebrated each other’s achieve-
ments, applauded every award, and took
pride in our own speeches. All of this was
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made possible by the 9th SUN event.
The farewell remains vivid in my mem-

ory—the beautiful music and moving
dances still linger in my mind. As I scroll
through the photos and videos on my
phone, it feels as though we are still to-
gether, never truly apart. Thank you, SUN,
for this extraordinary experience. Can’t
walit to attend the 10th SUN!

Manfei Zhu is a Student of EAP(English for
Academic Purposes) at Canadian University
Dubai in the United Arab Emirates.
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s the 9th General Assembly of the Silk-
ARoad Universities Network (SUN) con-
cludes, the memories of this unforgettable
event linger in the hearts of all partici-
pants. The bonds forged, ideas exchanged,
and dreams shared during these days will
serve as a foundation for even greater col-
laboration and unity in the future.

With the next assembly set to take place
in Uzbekistan, the SUN network continues
to expand its influence and inspire a new
generation of global leaders. The promise
of further initiatives—academic projects,
cultural exchanges, and innovative pro-
grams—highlights the network’s commit-
ment to fostering international coopera-
tion and mutual understanding.

Until we meet again under the SUN in
Uzbekistan, the spirit of this global com-
munity will continue to shine brightly in
the hearts of all who were part of this jour-
ney.
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Highlights of the
9th SUN General
Assembly and
the 8th IASS
Conference in
Naples, Italy

i3 Min-ju Sung

L . "™ Min-song Kim
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11 November 2024:
Arrival Day / Preliminary Events

On November 11, 2024, as the weather
turned from autumn into a chilly winter,
the 9th General Assembly of Silk-Road Uni-
versities Network and the 8th IASS Confer-
ence was begun in Naples, Italy.

On the first day of the assembly, there
was a reception held at the Basilica di San
Gilovanni Maggiore near Universita L’Ori-
entale, which is surrounded by the im-
pressive Baroque and neo-classical archi-
tecture and has a long memorable history.
Each participant gathered in the basilica
and received their name cards, conference
materials within booklets, and mementos
throughout the registration process.

Photo by Eui-hwan Cho




This reception on the first day was not
only an official beginning for the event
but also a valuable opportunity for partic-
ipants to reconnect with colleagues they
hadn’t seen in a while and talk about their
lives and work. University presidents and
academic leaders, advisory committee,
student representatives, and invited guests
from all around the world attend this pres-
tigious event, and they share an invalua-
ble time to strengthen academic network-
ing and collaborative cooperation within
the Silk Road cultural region, including the
goals and expectations of the conference.
The event venue was full of a palpable
sense of anticipation in the air, with many
expressing hopes that this assembly would
be a pivotal moment for advancing re-
search and education and connecting net-
works in the Silk Road cultural region.

Following the reception, participants
headed to the Conservatorio della Musi-
ca for a concert organized by Universita
[’Orientale. The 20-minute walk through
the colorful streets of Naples also provid-
ed further opportunities for informal ex-
changes among the attendees and looking
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around the beautiful night view of Naples
City.

The musical concert, which 1s based on
the traditional cultures of Asian countries
such as Indonesia and Japan etc, beautiful-
ly showed off the diverse traditions of the
Silk Road region. Students from Universita
[’Orientale performed by using tradition-
al instruments and dances, highlighting

Concert
performances
Photo by Eui-hwan Cho



the unique cultural characteristics of Asia.
Performance over the course of two-hours
vividly conveyed the affluence of Silk Road
culture, with a particularly stunning fu-
sion of traditional and modern elements.
Many audiences were deeply impressed by
the concert, which highlighted the diverse
and vibrant cultures that evolved along
the Silk Road.

After the concert, the participants
rounded the day off with a pizza party at
Mammina, one of Naples’ renowned pizze-
rias. As Naples is very famous for its juicy
pizza, this pizza party offered a chance for
participants to share this iconic dish with
people from diverse cultural backgrounds
while enjoying the first evening of the as-
sembly. And at that time, Napolitan and
the chef of the restaurant told the story
about the history of Italian pizza, the rec-
ipe for authentic Italian pizza, and some
funny episodes about pizza.

Thus, the pizza party was more than
just a dinner event; it provided a unique
opportunity for informal interactions and
personal connections. Participants ex-
changed 1nsights into various cultures, be-
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ginning with Italian pizza traditions, and
expressed their enthusiasm for the upcom-
ing sessions. This fostered a strong sense of
collaboration and mutual exchange, which
1s central to the event. As the evening con-
cluded, attendees departed with a height-
ened sense of anticipation for the remain-
ing sessions of the conference.

12 November 2-24:
Official Start of the Conference

1) Opening Ceremony

2) Administrative Proceeding for the
General Assembly

3) Award Ceremony

4) Luncheon

5) IASS Conference, Opening Session

6) Plenary Session_A special session
dedicated to the 300th Anniversary
of Matteo Ripa’s Return to Italy from
China

7) Dinner

A Promising Start: Formal Opening of
the Conference
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The 9th General Assembly of Silk-Road
Universities Network and the 8th IASS
Conference officially commence on No-
vember 12, 2024 in the Basilica di San Gio-
vanni Maggiore, Naples. Following the

upbeat events of the previous day, partic-
1ipants gathered early in the morning to
mark the official commencement of the
conference.

The day’s events began with the open-
ing ceremony including the procession of
university flags and representatives. The
flag ceremony started with the flag of Ita-
ly, which is the host country, followed by
those of four organizations: SUN, USSUN,
UPSUN, and IASS. Flags from the host and
chair universities, including Universita
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L’Orientale in Naples, Canadian University
Dubai, and Hankuk University of Foreign
Studies in South Korea, were carried 1n
procession.

Next, all the attendees pray for peace
and harmony in line with the Silk Road
spirit by a moment of silence to honor the
victims of tragic incidents along the Silk
Road, then the assembly was officially an-
nounced.

The official opening of the event fol-
lowed, with Welcoming and Opening
Speeches marking the beginning of the
conference. Francesco Senese, Advisor to
the Mayor of Naples on International Af-
fairs, Dr. Roberto Tottoli, Rector of Uni-
versity of Naples I’Orientale, Prof. Adrino
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Rossi, President of the International As-
sociation for Mediterranean and Oriental
Studies each offered a welcoming address.
And Prof. Karim Chelli, Chairman of SUN
and President of Canadian University Du-
bai gave the opening address. Thus, the
9th GA’s theme was announced: “Toward a
stronger and more effective research col-
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Opening session of IASS Photo by Eui-hwan Cho

laboration among member universities of
SUN (the Silk-Road University Network)”

Next, for congratulatory speeches Speak-
ers included Tiziana Lippiello, Rector of
Ca’ Foscari University of Venice; Wu Junru,
Co-Director of the Istituto Confucio; and
Shimada Ryuto, Professor at the University
of Tokyo. Afterward, participants gathered
for a group photo chanting the symbol of
SUN; “SUN SUN SUN”, followed by a coffee
break.

Following the opening ceremony, the
General Assembly proceeded with 1its ad-
ministrative tasks. This included the An-
nual Report of SUN, presented by Prof.
Sungdon Hwang, the Secretary-General of
SUN, and the Report on Audit Results by
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Prof. Sharma
Dwivedi Anand

Prakash. This
session was

“Strengthening the Network Power of
SUN for Fostering International
Cooperation and Collaboration among
Member Universities of SUN"

the important

part to inspect

. 12-14 November

and share the
overall annual
report and fi-
nancial report.
All the dele-
gations from
SUN member
universities
could check on

SUN’s activities j —

and budget usage during the year through
these annual reports sessions. The session
concluded with a Q&A session, after which
resolutions were approved, and new mem-
bers were elected and appointed.
Annually, SUN organizes a variety of
contests, such as the PHOCOS photogra-
phy competition, WRICOS writing contest,
and the S-DECOS speech and debate con-
test. The Award Ceremony was a quiet key
moment of the day, where four winners
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participated to receive awards in person:
Manfei Zhu (PHOCOS 2023-2024 Special Ci-
tation, Canadian University Dubai), Dash-
dulam Batbold (WRICOS 2023-2024 Poem
Excellence Award, Mongolian National
University of Arts and Culture), Byambas-
uren Erdenebayar (WRICOS 2023-2024
Essay Grand Prize, National University of
Mongolia) and Maria Poulioti (WRICOS Es-
say Special Selection, Ca’ Foscari Universi-
ty of Venice).

Many students from around the world
participated in the contest, though some
couldn’t attend due to personal reasonand
visa complications. Nevertheless, the cere-
mony ended with warm-hearted congratu-
lations to all the winners, including those
who were absent, promoting a sense of
unity among all attendees.

At the buffet lunch held in the basilica,
participants took the opportunity to relax,
converse, and make connections with col-
leagues from around the world.

After the official opening of the 9th SUN
General Assembly, the 8th IASS Conference
began with much excitement and energy.
The 8th IASS’s theme was “From Silk Road
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to World History Civilizations: Heroes,
Conquerors, and Adventurers.” The ses-
sion was introduced by Prof. Patrizia Car-
ioti of the University of Naples I’Orientale
and President of IASS. It was followed by
keynote speeches from Prof. Michele Ber-
nardini, Coordinator of the PhD Program
In Asia, Africa, and the Mediterranean at
the University of Naples L’Orientale, and
His Excellency Mr. Chong-ha Yoo, Former
Minister of Foreign Affairs of South Korea
and Chairperson of the International Advi-
sory Committee of SUN.

After a brief intermission, a special ple-
nary session was held to mark the 300th
anniversary of Matteo Ripa’s return to It-
aly from China. This session offered deep
insights into Ripa’s legacy, with presenta-
tions from Donatella Guida (University of
Naples I’'Orientale) on ‘Matteo Ripa’s Jour-
ney: From Kangxi’s Court to a New Vision
for China,” Annachiara Trapani (University
of Naples I’Orientale) exploring ‘Building
a Legacy: Matteo Ripa and the Chinese Col-
lege in Naples,” and Carlo Vecce (Univer-
sity of Naples L’Orientale) on ‘Towards a
Global World: Matteo Ripa’s Literary Leg-
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acy.” The discussions held were especially
significant for upcoming SUN initiatives
linked to Ripa’s influence. After these in-
sightful presentations, a lively Q&A session
provided attendees with an opportunity to
explore the topic further and share their
perspectives.

Lastly, like the previous evening, attend-
ees enjoyed dinner at Mammina. Partici-
pants enjoyed the renowned Neapolitan
pizza, and the dinner provided a perfect
opportunity to relax, reflect on the day’s
events, and look forward to the sessions to
come.

The official opening of the 9th General
Assembly of the Silk-Road Universities Net-
work and the 8th IASS Conference was a
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successful event, setting a positive tone for
the rest of the conference. The activities
on November 11th and 12th offered partic-
ipants crucial opportunities for engaging
in meaningful academic dialogue and cul-
tural exchange. These gatherings not only
encouraged deep scholarly discussions but
also laid the groundwork for future inter-
national partnerships. As the conference
progressed, it became apparent that these
moments of shared understanding and
collaboration would nurture long-lasting
connections and create opportunities for
ongoing dialogue, setting the foundation
for a more interconnected future in both
academic and cultural spheres.

13 November 2025:
Cultural Tour Day

On November 13th, GA participants went
on a cultural tour of of Eboli and Paestum,
while the students spent time socializing
and exploring the city. The special rea-
son for choosing Eboli as the destination
for the cultural tour was its history as the
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Crypt of St. Berneiro in the Basilica of
San Pietro Alli Marmi in Eboli Photo by Eui-hwan Cho

birthplace of Matteo Ripa, founder of the
University of Naples I’Orientale. For the
GA guests, the City of Eboli provided a spe-
clal session on Matteo Ripa, explaining
about his life in Eboli and his accomplish-
ments as a missionary to China and as the
founder of the oldest school of Sinology
and Oriental Studies of the European con-
tinent.

After a lunch gracioulsy provided by the
City of Eboli, the guests departed to the ar-
chaeological site of Paestum, a major an-
cient Greek city on the coast of the Tyrrhe-
nian Sea in what was once part of Magna
Graecia. The guests especially enjoyed vis-
iting the Paestum archaeological park and
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USSUN students explore Naples photo by Yu-jeong Lee

museum.

Meanwhile, with Italian students as the
tour guides, the students explored the city
of Naples. They started at the Napoli Ca-
thedral (Naples Cathedral Duomo di San
Gennaro) and explored shops selling typi-
cal souvenirs of Naples such as Christmas
ornaments, red horns, and hand painted
majolica ceramics.

The most interesting story told by the
Italian students was the recurring ‘miracle’
that occurs in Napoli on feast of San Genn-
aro, a bishop of Benevento in the third
century, whose bones and blood are pre-
served as relics at the cathedral. Accord-
ing to the story, inside the Chapel of the
Treasure of San Gennaro of the cathedral
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1S a bust of San Gennaro, inside which is a
sealed glass ampoule containing his skull
and clotted blood. The miracle is that on
three dates every year (19 September, 16
December and the first Saturday in May.),
the clotted blood becomes liquid and flows
as if Gennaro were alive. People call these
days “Miracle Days of San Gennaro.” On
each occasion people gather in the ca-
thedral to witness the liquefaction, and
according to local lore, the failure of the
bloods’ liquefaction signals imminent dis-
aster which includes war, famine or dis-
ease.

At the end of the tour, the students en-
joyed pasta bought from a famous takea-
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way pasta shop near the University, while
showing off what they bought from the lo-
cal souvenir shops and talking about their
countries’ unique cultures.

14 November 2024:

UPSUN & USSUN Workshop / Board
Meeting

Closing Ceremony of the 9th GA & the
8th IASS

Farewell Dinner

The agenda for November 14th brought
to a conclusion the main program and fi-
nalize the 9th General Assembly. The UP-
SUN/USSUN Workshop and the SUN Board
Meeting were planned for the GA Session,
and the Closing Ceremony and the Fare-
well Dinner were held for both the GA &
IASS Session.

During the UPSUN workshop, the dele-
gations of each member university gave a
10-15 minute presentation under the main
theme: “How to strengthen the research
cooperation and collaboration among the
member universities of SUN.” In addition
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UPSUN Workshop Photo by Eui-hwan Cho

to presenting ideas about the main theme,
delegations also proposed suggestions for
research collaboration and cooperation
among the SUN member universities, ways
to enhance the quality of research/educa-
tion activities which are conducted by the
member universities, and ideas for pro-
grams that member universities could col-
laborate and promote student exchanges
and realize the essence values of the Silk
Roads.

At the same time of the UPSUN work-
shop, the USSUN workshop was going
on with the student representatives of
member universities and the awardees of
PHOCOS and WRICOS. The students gave a
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USSUN Workshop Photo by Min-song Kim

10-15 minute presentation about the past
USSUN activities within their home univer-
sity, future plans for USSUN activities, and
further ideas to strengthen cooperation
and networks between the students. Some
of the students also introduced their tra-
ditional cultures during the presentation,
making the workshop more fruitful and
harmonious. The students respected each
other’s unique culture and all agreed to
the common goal that should be achieved
until the next USSUN workshop: spreading
the beauty of cultural diversity and utiliz-
ing student networks for activities promot-
ing peace and prosperity in the modern
Silk Roads.

Immediately after the UPSUN Workshop,
the delegations of board member univer-
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Board Meeting of SUN Photo by Eui-hwan Cho

sities gathered to conduct the 2024 SUN
Board Meeting. During the meeting, they
mainly reviewed and confirmed the SUN
activities planned for 2025, went through
the process of confirming the host univer-
sities for the GA in 2025, 2026, and 2027,
and dealt with the issue of changing the lo-
cation of the SUN headquarters. Addition-
ally, they also dealt with issues regarding
the operation of SUN. A lot of ideas were
proposed and improvement plans for the
overall SUN activities were established by
the board members, confirming areas to
improve and reform for better operation.
The closing ceremony of the 9th GA
& the 8th IASS, took place at Palazzo Du
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Closing Ceremony Photo by Eui-hwan Cho

Mesnil. Professor D.A.P. Sharma, Professor
Patrizia Carioti, Professor Ronald Stein-
er, and Professor Dorota Majewicz each
gave reports about the summary of the
whole General Assembly, IASS sessions,
UPSUN workshop and USSUN workshop.
Next, Professor Sungdon Hwang, the Sec-
retary-General of SUN, delivered appreci-
ation plaques to Professor Roberto Totto-
li, the Rector of the University of Naples
L’Orientale, and Professor Patrizia Cari-
otl, the President of IASS, who made the
utmost effort for co-organizing the event
with SUN.

After receiving feedback about the
events from the participants, Professor
Carioti passed the flag of SUN to Professor
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Farewell party Photo by Eui-hwan Cho

Hwang, who 1is one of the deans of Samar-
kand International University of Technolo-
gy (SIUT), officially announcing SIUT as the
host University of the 10th General Assem-
bly in 2025.

“SUN! SUN! SUN!” This was the chant
that united all the participants from the
beginning till the end. By shouting the
same chant, people of different national-
ities from more than 10 countries shared
the values of peace and harmony deep in
their hearts. “Promoting peace and harmo-
ny in line with Silkroadia (the Spirit of An-
cient Silk Road).” This is one of the main
goals and purposes at which SUN aims. Big
smiles, warm hugs, and words of encour-
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agement between the participants during
the farewell party showed how successful
the 9th GA was 1In achieving its ultimate
goal.

In a world full of segregation and con-
flicts, harmony and cooperation offer
global citizens the path to mutual under-
standing, collective progress, and shared
prosperity. By suggesting valuable ways to
enhance international cooperation among
member universities and, furthermore, by
building everlasting human networks and
friendships regardless of age and nation-
ality, the 9th GA has successfully achieved
its primary purpose to strengthen the net-
work power of SUN. Until this power be-
comes an undying flame that never goes
out, SUN’s effort for peace and harmony
will never be extinguished.

Min-ju Sung is a student of Persian and Iranian
studies, Business Department at Hankuk
University of Foreign Studies in Korea.
Min-song Kim is a student of English Literature
& Culture, Language & Trade Department at
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies in Korea.
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FILMMAKERS ON THE SILK ROADS

Cristian Mungiu:
Romania’s voice of
our shared human
struggle

zx Cameron Shirvani Steiner

“You don’t have to fight to straighten
the image of your country: You have to
straighten the country. You must speak
about problems openly.”

Cristian Mungiu

child of mid-century communist
Arule, filmmaker Cristian Mungiu has
emerged from modern Romania as one of
the eminent voices of not just his genera-
tion, but perhaps the entirety of his coun-
try’s cinematic history. An impressive as-
cendance for an artist of his biography:
born in 1968, in the eastern university city
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Cristian Mungiu Mobra Film

of Iasi, which then had a population less
than 200,000, cinema occupied a limited
place in his adolescence. “I lived in the
70s and 80s in Romania. I’'m not from Bu-
charest. I'm not from the capital...There
were some seven cinemas, although not
one is left today, but we didn’t have a cin-
ematheque” (Goodfellow, 2015). It was
not until the arrival of VCRs in the 1980s,
and a traveling cinematheque that visited
twice a year, that Mungiu would discover
works beyond both Romania’s commercial

films and its single TV channel.

Mungiu did not initially travel down the
filmmaker’s path, instead studying Eng-
lish literature at the University of Iasi and
working as a journalist, just in time for the
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fall of dictator Nicolae Ceausescu and the
early days of post-revolution Romania. Af-
ter a number of years in the press of his
hometown (“People were stopping you on
the street, asking you to tell them the truth
after years and years”), Mungiu finally
embraced cinema by enrolling at the Acad-
emy of Theatre and Film in Bucharest, al-
though he left with his education still in-
complete. “In four years of studying we
never went beyond the 1940s. They didn’t
have any copies of the films we were stud-
ying - it was theoretical” (Goodfellow,
2015). It was at the Academy, nevertheless,
that he made his first connections to the
industry, directing eight short films before
graduation in 1998. His debut feature film,
Occident (2002), released only four years
later, was featured at that year’s Cannes
Film Festival.

The following years would see Mungiu’s
profile rise only further — alongside the
generation of fellow filmmakers emerging
from the 2000s — ushering in Eastern Eu-
rope’s next cinematic movement, the Ro-
manian New Wave. This New Wave, and
the history and philosophies that shaped
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it, was the cinematic landscape in which
Mungiu’s work took form.

ROMANIAN NEW WAVE

The fall of a 42-year reign took only 6 days
in December 1989. The Romanian revolu-
tion was one of a number of revolutions
occurring within Eastern Bloc countries in
that momentous year. Beginning as a local
uprising in the city of Timisoara on 16 De-
cember, the violent and fatal crackdown
by the country’s military and secret police
(the Securitate) provoked a widespread
civil unrest that, in a manner of days,
reached the capital Bucharest. The lead-
er Ceausescu and his wife Elena attempt-
ed to flee on 22 December, only to be cap-
tured, tried via a tribunal, and executed
on Christmas Day. The most violent of the
1989 revolutions, Romania saw over 1,100
people killed and over 3,000 injured (Paun,
2019), and many civilians were shot and
killed in the days following Ceausescu’s
ouster. The scale and speed of the revolu-
tion was a country-wide shockwave, with
Mungiu himself observing: “All of sudden
this unexpected thing happened. Even if
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we were aware of what was happening in
Eastern Germany and all the Eastern coun-
tries we couldn’t figure out how it would
happen in Romania” (Goodfellow, 2015).
Modern Romania, as it stepped out from
behind the fallen Iron Curtain, continued
to express itself in the shadow of its total-
itarian past, grappling with the scars left
on its socliety as well as questions about
the shock-therapy transition to its pres-
ent place within global capitalism. It is In
this context that the Romanian New Wave
came into view, rising from the “embers
of the 1989 revolution” (Roddick, 2007),
with the country’s film industry dominat-
ed by a generation who experienced it in
their youths. Occurring alongside cinemat-
ic movements from neighboring Balkan
nations, Romania’s international emer-
gence is nevertheless notable for a country
whose cinema in the 20th century was as
out-of-view as Romania itself.
Interestingly, Romania’s mid-20th cen-
tury disappearing act appears to be, on
further consideration, to some extent the
fault of international film critics and his-
torians themselves. A read through Roma-
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nian film history reveals a richer story, in-
cluding Liviu Ciulel winning Best Director
at Cannes for Forest of the Hanged in 1965,
the same year that Lucian Pintilie, who
would become a regular at international
festivals, made his feature film debut with
Sunday at Six (Bergan, 2008). Romanian
cinema, in fact, may have been more suc-
cessful during its years under Ceausescu:
the nation’s state film studio churned out
commercial films that sold 95 million tick-
ets each year, far above the 2.7 million
tickets sold in 2006. But whatever their
artistic merits, these films were seen only
by local audiences (Romanian state cine-
ma was almost never screened outside the
country), and their depictions of life in the
country in the country were, according
to Mungiu, “ridiculous...There was a huge
gap between the way people really talked
and the kinds of things that happened on
screen” (Roddick, 2007).

The stylistic traits of the Romanian New
Wave can then be understood as a narrow-
ing of this gap between artistic reach and
international reception. In stark contrast
to the cinematic epoch of Communist-era
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Romania — when filmmakers imbued their
works in metaphor and indirect critique
to evade the censors — the New Wave 1is
aesthetically realist, serving as documen-
tary-like observations of Romanian soci-
ety with stylistic minimalism, including
the limited use of music both diegetic and
non-diegetic (Bergan, 2008). Here’s Mungiu
in an interview with NPR: “I want my films
to be as close to reality as possible and as,
let’s say, objective as possible...the thing
that I'm trying to mimic in the films is to
identify a way of staging the situations in
which you can follow them as a spectator
from your single own point of view with-
out me as a director telling you what’s im-
portant, what’s not important and cutting
out what’s not important” (Simon, 2023).
This neorealism is borne of an near-ob-
ligation to bring an everyday reality to a
past steeped in falsehoods, which points to
another distinguishing trait: many of the
films of the New Wave, particularly at its
beginning, tell stories of late 1980s Roma-
nia, near the end of Ceausescu’s rule, and
people struggling for their own personal
freedom or grappling with a sea of change
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in motion.

British critic Nick Roddick suggested
that Romania, precisely because it was one
of the poorest of the countries in the New
Europe, produced powerful and critical-
ly successful films because the Romanian
film industry had no infrastructure and
no large budgets; the strength of the films
came from the way the directors “made
virtue out of necessity” (Bergen). No CGI,
no complicated stunts, no high tech explo-
sions — Romanian films had to make their
mark with the basics: acting, story, cin-
ematography, editing, and direction. As
Mungiu has put it, there are “no tricks,”
just hard work (Filimon). But this is the
same story that resulted in the celebrat-
ed Iranian New Wave and in the work of
the best of the new generation of filmmak-
ers emerging from along the Silk Road.
Like the old master Abbas Kiarostami and
the contemporary Mongolian filmmaker
Byambasuren Davaa, Mungiu makes art
from the often arduous commitment to
long, stationary camera setups and “se-
quence shots.” Mungiu has described the
Romanian New Wave as “two hours and a
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half of long takes and no music,” acknowl-
edging that it doesn’t cater to a casual au-
dience, but he argues that long takes in a
medium camera distance helps construct
the realism of these films in an almost doc-
umentary style (Filimon). In that realism,
“the question of moral responsibility for
the fate of others is at the core of the New
Romanian Cinema,” and, like Abbas Kiaro-
stami and Iran’s New Wave, Mungiu and
his fellow Romanian auteurs are “preoccu-
pied with alienation, ethical accountabili-

ty, and the nature and value of truth” (Fili-
mon).

The Past and Present of Romania in the
Romanian New Wave

Let it not be said that the Romanian New
Wave only told stories of its country’s past;
even as the movement began, films set in
modern-day Romania, delving into a soci-
ety shaped by a transition into democracy
and free-market capitalism, made interna-
tional waves. This includes the film often
credited with launching the New Wave to
a higher recognition, Cristi Puiu’s black
comedy The Death of Mr. Lazarescu (2005).
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The story of an old man in Bucharest trek-
king from hospital to hospital as doctors
stubbornly refuse to treat him, the film
is an exemplar of the New Wave style to
come, with gallows humour observations
and a meticulous attention to detail deliv-
ered in naturalistic performances and stat-
ic-camera long takes that simply record
the events occurring in front of it (Roddick,
2007). More importantly, it represents one
of the first thematic depictions of a society
that, years from the shock and euphoria of
the revolution, must now look with a crit-
ical gaze to the country of today, a theme
that only became more prominent in the
more recent years of the New Wave.

A standout among Romanian filmmak-
ers, Cristian Mungiu’s filmography is also
illustrative of the movement’s changes.
Mungiu’s breakout film, 4 Months, 3 Weeks
and 2 Days (2007), was so distinctive critics
referred to it as “that Romanian film, as
if it were some weird phenomenon” (Ber-
gen). Though the film won the Palme d’Or
at Cannes, it was totally snubbed by the Os-
cars, leading to a scorching condemnation
from Scott Foundas, then chief film critic
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for the L.A. Weekly and later for Variety
“How Do You Say ‘Oscar Scandal’ in Roma-
nian?” (Wells), and ultimately to a major
re-working of the Oscars’ vetting process
for international films (Foundas, 2009).
Based on a true story of one of Mungiu’s
friends, and representative of many other
such true stories, 4 Months is a wrenching-
ly realistic portrayal of a young college fe-
male student Gabita seeking out an illegal
abortion with the assistance of her room-
mate Otilia, the real protagonist of the
film, who remains steadfastly loyal despite
the awkward incompatibility in their not-
quite friendship and the increasingly pain-
ful stakes involved in the quest. In the style
Mungiu mastered with his cinematogra-
pher Oleg Mutu, the film is constructed of
long, extended scenes, including an heroic
25-minute unbroken sequence, which led
Mungiu to cast theater actors who were
more comfortable with memorizing and
then acting out long scenes rather than
the short takes common in films (Foundas,
2008).
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PALME D'OR

4 Months, 3 Weeks and 2 Days Mobra Film

Despite a brutally realistic scene of an
aborted fetus on a bathroom floor, the film
1s less about abortion per se than about

the tragedies of the communist era, and

even transcendent questions about the re-
sponsibility people have to one another.
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Indeed, Mungiu originally planned for 4
Months, 3 Weeks and 2 Days to inaugurate
a series of films with the theme of “Tales
from a Golden Age” — an ironic reference
to Ceausescu’s manic final years in power.
He modified this plan and in 2009 released
a single film called “Tales from the Gold-
en Age,” which was screened in the Un
Certain Regard section of the 2009 Cannes
Film Festival. This was an anthology film
of six black comedy short stories based on
common urban legends reflecting the ab-
surdities of the era, with Mungiu as pro-
ducer sharing the directing role with four
directors of the Romanian New Wave (Por-
ton).

However, Mungiu 1nsists that Romania
must interrogate not only its past from
that “golden era.” In 2012 he wrote, direct-
ed, and produced (with the production
company Mobra that he formed with cine-
matographer Oleg Mutu) Beyond the Hills,
based again on a true story, but this time a
case from the post-communist era in 2005.
In a script that won the Best Screenplay
Prize at Cannes 2012, Mungiu tells the sto-
ry of two young women at a remote mon-
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Beyond the Hills Mobra Film

astery who wrestle with a choice between
the apparent security of traditional order
and the uncertainty of personal freedom
in a case where allegations of demonic
possession led to abuse and death.

Once again. Mungiu and Mutu enhance
the psychological realism with similar re-
alism in handheld but steady, medium
distance, extended one-shot takes and
well-framed images of the bleak but often
foreboding beauty of Romania. The hor-
ror in Beyond the Hills lies not in any su-
pernatural elements, but in the all-to-real
temptations of dogma and discipline in
the face of the disruptive potential of new-
found freedoms in a society still emerging
from life under a regime of pervasive con-
trol (Roddick 2013). Yet, as in 4 Months,
Mungiu refuses to simplify the complex
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reality of life, and even the stern Master
of the convent is respected as a man with
great responsibilities trying to do his best
for those who depend on him in a confus-
ing and unsupportive new world. Thus, he
sends the disruptive Alina off to the under
resourced local hospital to be evaluated,
but the burned out and indifferent staff
send her back, telling him to resolve the
problem himself. There is no arch-villain,
just a broken and inhumane system inca-
pable of taking responsibility and impos-
ing it on individuals who are struggling to
get by.

BEYOND THE NEW WAVE
Stepping resolutely into the most up-to-
the-minute concerns, Mungiu’s latest film,
R.M.N. (2022), is titled for the Romanian
acronym for nuclear magnetic resonance
(NMR 1in English), because Mungiu sees
the film as “an investigation of the brain,
a brain scan trying to detect things below
the surface” (Mungiu).

True to his documentary style, the film
i1s based on true events from 2019. A vil-
lage with a complicated and painful his-
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tory of strife between ethnic Romanians,
Hungarians, Germans, and Roma breaks
out into new cleavages over the arrival of
a few workers from Sri Lanka, brought in
because so many locals had left to work
In Western Europe. Not appreciating the
irony, those expats returning for a holiday
Visit stir up tensions against the new work-
ers and the bakery that hired them. Mun-
giu says he aims to “question the dilemmas
of today’s society: solidarity vs. individual-
ism, tolerance vs. selfishness, political cor-
rectness vs.sincerity” (Mungiu).

Mungiu’s realistic film style again com-
plements the near documentary quality
of the film. One remarkable scene consists
of an emotional debate in a town meeting,
and involves 26 speaking parts and nu-
merous background actors in a single 17

R.M.N. IFC Films
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minute take with a stationary camera. It’s
as if the film audience is actually in the au-
dience of the town meeting, watching as
the events unfold. Mungiu did this so as to
“stage the situation as believably and as
truthfully as you can and then record this
moment. The rhythm doesn’t come from
editing, but it’s internalized,” and “the sit-
uation unfold in real time, nothing is cut
oft” (Mungiu).

Though the film is supertficially about
ethnic tensions in a present day rural vil-
lage in Romania, it’s also obviously a uni-
versal story about “Russians and Ukrain-
l1ans, whites and blacks, Sunni and Shia,
rich and poor, even tall and short,” and
the fact that “whenever there’s a second
person in the room, they will be perceived
as being from another tribe and there-
fore a potential enemy.” Mungiu says it’s
about languages, religions, flags “and oth-
er minor differences for which people kill
one another” (Mungiu). The microcosm
of this village captures a dark truth seen
throughout the world, including even the
United States, where a kind of populism
prompts people to express their prejudices
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and fears and, in Mungiu’s words, “bring
to power... kind of unreasonable people
fighting against a lot of humanistic values
which were acquired In years and years
of education and struggle” (Simon). It ad-
dresses a universal cultural challenge in
balancing the need “to belong, to identify
with one’s ethnic group, with one’s tribe”
against the natural temptation “to regard
others — whether of another ethnic group,
another religion, another gender, or an-
other social class — with reservations and
suspicion” (Mungiu), “It’s a story about in-
tolerance and discrimination, about preju-
dice, stereotypes, authority, and freedom.
It 1s a story about cowardice and courage,
about the individual and the masses, about
personal versus collective destiny” (1d.).

CONCLUSION

Mungiu’s early films, and much of the
Romanian New Wave, were local stories
interrogating distinctively Romanian ex-
periences of the mid-to-late 20th century,
though like all good art the films suggested
connections to broader human experience
and moral dilemmas. But R.M.N. is a kind
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of breakout film about the effects of glo-
balization on ordinary people who want
to hold onto traditions, values, and iden-
tities out of step with an order that seems
sto be coming from everywhere but from
nowhere, and a political and cultural envi-
ronment which has “burdened them with
the difficulty of distinguishing the truth
and their personal opinions in today’s in-
formational and moral chaos” (Mungiu).
In these themes, the Romanian New Wave
has crested, in that it is no longer Roma-
nian and no longer new. It is now utterly
universal in both space and time, wres-
tling with the potential and challenges of
our shared global humanity as so well re-
flected in the pages of the Silkroadia jour-
nal.
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lima Ahmad

Lattice of Life

In arboreal sanctums where whispers tlow,
Verdant sentinels guard the path we know.
Their chlorophyll symphonies, a silent song,

Woven in sylvan tapestries, ancient and long.

Perennial embrace of the roots below,
Petrichor memories where soft winds blow.
Trees, the silent witnesses of shifting sands,

Temporal scaffolding in forgotten lands.

Entwined destinies through branches reach,
Fossilized echoes in every leaf’s speech.
Celestial tethers to the sky’s wide arc,

Where ephemeral whispers ignite a spark.

Rooted in eternity, yet fleeting in grace,
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Their canopy of constellations, a timeless
embrace.
Photosynthetic pulses, life’s rhythmic tune,

Ascendant pillars under sun and moon.

Wind-borne whispers from ancient tongues,
Stories of traders, where their song is sung.
Ancestors of earth, in bark and bough,

In organic reverie, we wonder how...

How their lattice of life stretches far and wide,
A sylvan journey where the past and

present collide.
From the Silk Road’s soil, rich with tales of old,

To this day, their leaves in every breeze
unfold.

Introduction to “Lattice of Life":

A tribute to trees and the Silk Roads

"Lattice of Life" is a reflective poem that uses the image-
ry of trees to explore interconnectedness, much like the
cultural exchanges along the historic Silk Roads. The
poem portrays trees as silent witnesses to human and
natural history, symbolizing resilience and continuity. It
blends nature with the idea of linguistic diversity, show-
ing how ideas and languages spread and evolved like
a living network of trees. Ultimately, the poem is a trib-
ute to both the strength of nature and human culture,
iINspiring a deep appreciation for the connections be-
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tween the environment and history.

Ilma Ahmad is a student of BBA - International
Business, Canadian University of Dubai

93



Byambasuren
Erdenebayar

Ecology and Geology of the
Countries on the Silk Road:
Environmental Impact on
Them and Trees

Today there is a strong universal focus on is-
sues of forests, green spaces and environmen-
tal conservation, therefore I admire SUN’s
wisdom in choosing to write on this topic. It
1s well-known that clean air and fresh water
are treasures in human life far more precious
than gold, and that they are deeply connect-
ed to nature. To utilize properly and preserve
these resources for later generations is our no-
ble duty, as inhabitants of this Earth, as well
as to create, to nurture, and to sustain green
environments.

I was born in the vast, beautiful lands of
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Mongolia, with soaring mountains and bound-
less plains, and I am proud to be raised in the
Gobi Desert. Clearly, Gobi is not associated
with towering mountains and lush forests, as
found common in other regions; instead, it
offers endless expanses of low hills and vast
steppes, surrounded by arid beauty, plants
and animals that have adapted to its harsh
conditions. When most people hear “Gob1”,
the first thing that comes to their mind is a vi-
sion of barren deserts, but our magnificent
Gobi holds many awe-inspiring places. Name-
ly, Yol Valley (valley of the bearded vultures)
with dense juniper fields and rapid streams,
the flaming cliffs of Bayanzag, the vast sand
dunes of Khongoryn Els which mirages as it
were deep ocean, and the singing hills of Duut
Mankhan, the Gobi is full of natural wonders.
However, alongside these wonders, some
serious challenges have emerged. In recent
years, dust storms have been increasing as
fast as rainfall has been decreasing, and, con-
sequently, the desertification has become a
significant concern. All who travel through or
live in the Gobi have begun to realize the need
and importance for tree planting. Not just

planting trees, but taking care and protecting
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for them are issues important as well.

Unfortunately, there are some humans,
which are biologically considered to be the
most intelligent species, act in ways that are
harmful to nature, their destructive actions
are leading to environmental degradation, ev-
ident in phenomena like desertification, arid-
ity, and storms. These are warnings from na-
ture which we should not disregard.

Mongolians have a rich tradition of pro-
tecting the environment, which was handed
down from our ancestors. They have an inti-
mate understanding of nature, with their lives
and livelihoods closely tied to it. As nomadic
people, Mongolians live in harmony with na-
ture, not by restoring or replanting it but by
preserving it in its pristine state. Ancient tra-
ditions forbid such actions as cutting of trees
along river banks, breaking off branches from
young or living trees, picking saplings or seed-
lings, cutting down any solitary or old trees
even early flowers, filling with soil any holes
left after uprooted trees, in overall, damaging
of nature in any way. These kinds of taboos
wield strict punishments as misfortune, hun-
ger, even physical harm.

I would like to explain a ritual for making a
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fire in an open field. First, one must search for
a place that is free of vegetation, full of rocks
and sand, then, whisper an oath with words
“I shall not betray my king, I shall not set a
fire on the mother nature”, and finally strike a
flint. After putting out the fire, one must place
a grasp of dry grass on top of the ashes as a
proof that the fire was completely put out and
there 1s no harm to the nature. These meticu-
lous customs ensured the protection of nature.
However, modern practices are eroding
these traditions. People now cut trees indis-
criminately, not realizing the great harm they
are causing. We must remind ourselves that
the air we breathe and the environment we
live in ought to be protected and preserved
clean for us to be healthy. If we are healthy, we
can contribute to the well-being of the Earth.
In Mongolia, where desertification and
dust storms are prevalent, only 8% of the land
1s covered by forests. We plant trees to cre-
ate fresh air, reduce soil erosion, and combat
dust, which clearly is a significant ecological
and moral act. Growing a tree is a laborious
process that requires care and attention for
years. It is not just about planting a seed; it is

about nurturing and protecting it like a child.
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One of the most valuable tree species in
Mongolia 1s the Siberian Pine, whose nuts
have become an economic resource for many.
However, improper harvesting methods, such
as hitting trees with wooden sticks to collect
pine cones, are damaging the trees. This dam-
age leaves the trees vulnerable to pests and
diseases, preventing their recovery.

The trees of the world have benefited all liv-
ing beings, and humans have cultivated them
throughout history. Our country has declared
the second Saturdays of May and October as
“National Tree Planting Days,” and the “Billion
Trees” initiative has become a critical project
for Mongolia. Although tree planting is hap-
pening on a large scale, follow-up care is often
lacking, resulting in a high failure rate.

The extreme climate of Mongolia, with its
frequent droughts, zuds (harsh winters), and
storms, raises the question: why has the cli-
mate changed so drastically? Our ancestors
had methods and knowledge to protect the en-
vironment, but modern practices have eroded
these traditions, leaving us vulnerable to cli-
mate change.

Today’s generation must relearn these an-

cient methods while adapting them to modern
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needs. Unfortunately, the knowledge of envi-
ronmental stewardship is not being passed
down to younger generations as it should be.
With the rise of modern technology, people
have become too reliant on convenience, for-
getting to care for the land. The disregard for
tradition has led to significant environmental
damage.

Students and young people, in particular,
play a crucial role in shaping the future. If
we act now, we can create a cleaner, greener
world in the years to come. While it is impos-
sible to recreate a green environment over-
night, small, consistent actions can lead to
meaningful change. We must practice sustain-
able habits, reduce waste, conserve water, and
live with intention.

The most important task ahead of us is to
plant trees and care for them diligently. Just
as a tree’s roots branch out deep into the soil,
the people of the Silk Road nations must come
together and unite in the fight against climate
change. Only by working together can we pro-
tect our shared environment for future gener-

ations.
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Typical cuisine of the Cinque Terre

TRAVEL

Cinque Terre - Jewel of
the Italian Riviera

Laura Di Cuffa

n the enchanting Italian region of Lig-
Iuria, one of the most enchanting and
breathtaking corners of the sea is hidden,
the Cinque Terre.

The Cinque Terre are a union of 3 vil-
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lages and 2 hamlets, from which they take
their name, which was used for the first
time 1n the 15th century when the entire
area was under the dominion of Genoa, at
the time a Maritime Republic.

Recognized since 1997 by UNESCO as
a World Heritage Site, in addition to be-
ing internationally recognized for their
breathtaking landscapes, they also have a
perfect balance between culture, nature
and cuisine. Subsequently, in 1998 they be-
came a Marine Protected Area and in 1999
the Cinque Terre National Park

It 1s very easy to be enchanted by these
lands, in addition to enjoying an excellent
day at the beach under the sun, in perfect
Italian style, it is also possible to try the
typical cuisine of the place, often based on
anchovies, pesto and focaccia, without for-
getting the basis of many dishes, the moth-
er of the ingredients of the Cinque Terre
cuisine, fish.

Enjoying a nice walk in the characteris-
tic villages you will surely notice the great
attention and care that is given to the pro-
duction of wine, in fact the Cinque Terre
are the home of many wines, including
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the Cinque Terre Doc, a very fresh and ar-
omatic white wine, with an unmistakable
flavor.

Monterosso al Mare is certainly rec-
ognized, in addition to being the largest
village among the five, for its wonderful
beaches, which are a tourist destination of
wide international scope, but also for its
wonderful squares, in which you can taste
many typical products in a quiet setting of
Italian daily life. The salted anchovies of
Monterosso are a typical food of the place,
consumed especially in salt and called “pan
do’ ma” (bread of the sea), which thanks

Monterosso al Mare




to the perfect balance of the salinity of the
water enjoy a unique and perfectly bal-
anced taste. But in the past historically
they represented not only a food, but also
a currency of barter with the Piedmont re-
gion.

Manarola, on the other hand, can en-
chant you with its charming little port,
a popular destination for many Italians
to spend a pleasant summer day. In this
village you can let your taste buds be en-
chanted by one of the most prized wines
in Liguria, Sciacchetra.

Vernazza, on the other hand, offers in-
credible and evocative landscapes, it 1s
considered by many to be a jewel between

Manarola
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Vernazza

sea and rock, a nickname due to its pro-
tected natural port that offers a unique
view. Going to the medieval tower allows
you to scan the horizon while enjoying the
view of the entire bay.

Riomaggiore is remembered for its pul-
sating part, its heart, that is, the famous
Marina, a characteristic coastal area from
which it 1s possible to enjoy the landscape
of the thousand houses that, climbing the
hills there, create a unique and rare sce-
nario connecting to the evocative colors of
the sea.

Finally, we have Corniglia, which vil-
lage i1s located 1n a hillier area, it acts as a
watershed as it is located in a central po-

sition of the other four villages (Manarola
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Riomaggiore

and Riomaggiore to the east, Vernazza and
Monterosso to the west). The only village
that does not have its historic center on
the sea but still manages to enchant tour-
ists with the peculiar view of the other
lands, in fact its nickname is “The balcony
of the Cinque Terre”.

All these villages, in addition to being
very suggestive, also hide a huge coastal
and marine biodiversity under the water
surface, in conjunction with the establish-
ment of the Marine Protected Area, the
Cetacean Sanctuary was also established,
born in 1999 following an international
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Corniglia

agreement between Italy, the Principali-
ty of Monaco and France. A fundamental
place as this part of Italy enjoys perfect cli-
matic and environmental conditions for
the passage of whales, sperm whales and
other cetaceans, which can refresh them-
selves, thanks to the currents of plankton.
Still speaking of nature and natural
beauty, the vast fields of olive trees certain-
ly represent a typical view of the Cinque
Terre, which give an exquisite and much
appreciated oil. Let’s not forget the lemons,
which give the city a unique smell that re-
mains in the memory of anyone who vis-
1ts these areas, which, as much as it was
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Cetacean Sanctuary viewers

appreciated, captured a special place in
the heart of the poet Eugenio Montale and
even obtained a festival in Monterosso (the
poet’s home) all for itself and for its bright
flavours and colours, which allow the lo-
cals to create creams, limoncello and jams.

Honorable mention goes to the “muretti
a secco”, dry stone walls, which fight every
day against abandonment and thanks to
monumental recovery projects are in-
creasingly kept under the care of the insti-
tutions. It is estimated that this ancient art
has given life to about 7000 kilometers of
masonry, almost like the Great Wall of Chi-
na. On these walls that now represent an
art preserved above all by old farmers, ca-
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“Muretto a secco”

pers and wild flowers grow which consti-
tute part of the colors of the Riviera.

The Cinque Terre every year attract mil-
lions of tourists ready to be enchanted by
the wonders of the villages, so beautiful
that many times the villages have been
the backdrop not only for literary com-
positions, but also for paintings, photos
and even animated films, as in the case of
Luca, a Pixar film.

Luca, Pixar
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Le Cinque Terre e il Golfo dei poeti paesaggi sospesi sul mare,
Salvatore Marchese, 2002, Slow Food
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Ao Dai - Vietnam'’s
Traditional Attire:
Legacy of Silk Roads
Trade

«— Dr.Le Thi Ngoc biép &
™ Dr.Tran Cao Bdi Ngoc

Introduction

The Ao Dai, Vietnam’s iconic traditional
outfit, symbolizes elegance, national pride,
and cultural heritage. Its design reflects
centuries of cultural exchange, rooted in
the vibrant Silk Roads trade. This interac-
tion introduced luxurious silk and artistic
influences that shaped the Ao Dai’s unique
patterns and styles. Silk weaving and em-
broidery techniques played a pivotal role
in Vietnam’s textile traditions, leaving a
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lasting mark on the Ao Dai. Today, it stands
as a timeless representation of Vietnam’s
cultural identity and history.

Vietnam and the Silk Roads

Formally created in 130 BCE during the
Han Dynasty (&%) of China, the Silk Roads
were a system of ancient trade routes that
connected the various parts of the ancient
world in commerce between 130 BCE and
1453 CE (UNESCO, About the Silk Roads).
Apart from its economic importance, it
acted as a cultural and technological link,
promoting the dissemination of ideas,
products, and customs. One segment of the
Silk Roads passed through Southeast Asia
as illustrated in the map below.

The Silk Roads (UNESCO. About the Silk Roads)
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Vietnam has stood as a key trading hub
along the Silk Roads since the year 1500,
linking the rest of Asia together through
its strategic location and rich cultural ex-
changes. Positioned along the southern
and maritime Silk Roads, Vietnam facili-
tated trade and interactions with China,
India, Persia, and beyond. Its diverse ge-
ography consisting of mountains, plains,
and coastline supported early trade and
integration, and the Central Coast became
a vital transit point for goods and culture.
Since the 2nd millennium BCE, Vietnam’s
connections with South Asian and the Aus-
tronesian groups fostered unique cultur-
al exchanges, exemplified by artifacts like
the Dong Son bronze drum. Major trade
items, including silk, spices, ceramics, and
precious metals, strengthened ties with
China and other markets. The Red Riv-
er and Mekong deltas, alongside the East
Sea, further solidified Vietnam’s role as a
bridge between the continent and the sea,
attracting traders from the Middle East, Ja-
pan, and India. In this light, Vietnam was
an integral part of the Silk Roads, acting as
an economic and cultural bridge between
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the major civilizations of Asia. Vietnam
has actively participated and contributed
to transcontinental and maritime connec-
tivity throughout history (Wheeler).

Vietnamese Silk Fabrics and

the Silk Roads

Silk production began in China in the first
millennium BCE, leading to the creation
of the first Silk Roads. By the first centu-
ries BCE, trade networks reached Vietnam,
where silk was produced in Giao Chi. His-
torical records confirm strong trade links,
with many villages near the Red River
named “Dau,” (signifying mulberry trees
for silkworm farming). “By the 10th cen-
tury, a second south-bound Silk Roads had
been established, with links to Vietnam”
(UNESCO, The Silk Route and Viet Nam).
Silkworm breeding and silk reeling were
introduced into Co Do Village, Ba Vi, then
flourished across Vietnam, from fertile
plains to highland regions, forming endur-
ing silk villages such as the famous Van
Phuc village. Over time, silk has become a
premium fabric of Vietnam, carrying pro-
found national significance (Desilk, 2021).

115



Co Do village communal house, the origin of the folk poetry
“This silk is truly Co Do silk - the genuine tribute silk that ladies
love to use” (Desilk)

In Quang Nam, people know how to
weave cloth, silk, satin, etc. This weaving
technique is by no means inferior to that
of China’s Guangdong people (Le, Q. b.).
The Champa Kingdom, located in central
Vietnam, significantly contributed to seri-
culture and the Silk Roads’ southern trade
routes. Champa’s silk production, praised
by Marco Polo during his 14th-century vis-
it, was renowned for its quality, and its
lively textile trade was well-documented.
Champa artisans excelled in silk weaving
and dyeing, influencing textile techniques
In northern Vietnam. Its coastal location
facilitated the exchange of goods and ide-
as, establishing Champa as a key hub In
the Silk Roads network. From the begin-
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ning of the 17th century, textiles were ex-
tremely expensive. Cochinchina produced
a lot of silk, bringing luxury to Cochinchi-
na people’s costumes. Priest Christoforo
Borri (Italian) resided in Hoi An in 1618.
He stated in his book, “As for everything
related to daily life, Cochinchina was also
very abundant. First of all, clothes, they
had so much silk that the working people
and the poor also used it every day” (Borri,
13) and “Cochinchina people not only had
enough for themselves but also sold silk
to Japan and to the kingdom of Laos, and
from there silk was shipped to Tibet. This
type of silk was more durable and stronger
than Chinese silk.” (Borri, 25). Hoi An had
become a famous port in the maritime Silk
Roads system in Asia, making many impor-
tant contributions to the sea trade route
from the beginning of the 16th century
to the end of the 18th century. Merchants
from many countries knew this land as a
land of rich products, especially silk.

The Development Path of the Ao Dai
The modern Ao Dai took shape during the
Nguyen Dynasty (1802-1945), a period of
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cultural integration and identity-build-
ing. Silk was used to make Ao Dai due to
its soft texture, sheen, and breathability. It
perfectly suited Vietnam’s tropical climate
and gave the Ao Dai a luxurious, graceful
appearance. Wearing a silk Ao Dai reflect-
ed tradition, craftsmanship, and national

Ao Dai Thai Tuan Group
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pride, embodying beauty and sophistica-
tion.

Women’s Ao Dai became symbols of ele-
gance, featuring tailored bodices, flowing
skirts, and intricate embroidery with flo-
ral and mythical motifs, symbolizing pros-
perity and harmony. Men’s Ao Dai, while
simpler, conveyed dignity and authority,
reflecting their roles in governance. By
regulating court attire, the Nguyen Dynas-
ty elevated the Ao Dai as a cornerstone of
Vietnam’s cultural and national identity.

The 20th century was a pivotal moment
in the evolution of the Ao Dai. “Painter
Le Pho and Nguyén Cat Tuong were the
most influential in regard to creation of
the modern ao dai. Nguyen Cat Tuong (aka
Le Mur, the wall) and his associates in Ha
Noi created the first modern version of the
ao dai in 1930, called the ao dai Le Mur”
(Howard). Cat Tuong revolutionized the
Ao Dai by blending Western tailoring with
traditional designs, introducing snugger
fits, elevated necklines, and modern styles,
making it more practical for daily wear.
These innovations preserved the Ao Dai’s
cultural significance while adapting it to a
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changing society. The Doi Moi reforms of
the late 1980s sparked a resurgence in its
popularity, with modern versions now fea-
turing diverse fabrics, colors, and designs
to suit both traditional and contemporary
tastes.

The Ao Dai holds importance that goes
beyond the borders of Vietnam. Its partic-
ipation in global cultural events and fash-
ion exhibitions underscores its significance
as a representation of Vietnamese herit-
age. By presenting Ao Dal on internation-
al platforms, Vietnam not only honors its
heritage but also promotes cross-cultural
appreciation and understanding, strength-
ening its identity as a country founded on
tradition while embracing innovation.

Conclusion

The Silk Roads profoundly shaped the
Ao Dal’s materials and artistic heritage,
introducing silk as a cornerstone of Vi-
etnam’s textile industry. Valued for its
smooth texture, vibrant dye absorption,
and lightweight nature, silk became 1deal
for creating elegant garments. Decorative
techniques like tie-dyeing, block printing,
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and embroidery, originating from Persia
and India, were adapted by Vietnamese ar-
tisans with local motifs, such as lotus blos-
soms for purity and mythical creatures
like dragons and phoenixes reflecting Viet-
namese folklore (UNESCO; China National
Silk Museum). Sericulture and textile vil-
lages preserved these influences, embed-
ding Silk Roads artistry into the Ao Dar’s
legacy. Modern designers honor this tradi-
tion by blending classic patterns, silk, and
embroidery with contemporary designs.

The Ao Dai symbolizes Vietnam’s cultur-
al evolution, showcasing the enduring im-
pact of Silk Roads exchanges and regional
creativity. It remains a proud emblem of
national identity and resilience, reflect-
Ing Vietnamese ingenuity in a globalized
world. As World Silk Union Secretary
General Fel Jianming stated in honoring
this legendary quintessential attire: “Vi-
etnam’s silk industry has the best founda-
tion among Southeast Asian nations with
its thousand-year-old craft villages” (Eco-
silky).
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Doina, Breath of
Romania

4 Hyeong-hoo Kim

he Doina, meaning “folk song,” is a Ro-

manian musical style, possibly with
Middle Eastern roots, customary in Roma-
nian peasant music, as well as in Lautare-
asca (Mahajan). It often features solo per-
formances, either vocal or instrumental,
and serves as a medium for expressing
deep emotions such as longing, sorrow, or
joy. Doina 1is closely tied to Romania’s pas-
toral and rural heritage, Doina reflects the
lives of shepherds, peasants, and other
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rural communities. The Doina can be per-
formed in a variety of settings — outdoors,
at home, at work, or during morning wak-
ing hours — and can always be performed
solo, with or without instrumental accom-
paniment. The accompanying instruments
can include traditional instruments like
the straight flute, bagpipes, or even impro-
vised instruments; its structure and style
also vary by region. Doina has a broad
palette of expressions and themes that en-
compass joy, sadness, solitude, social con-
flict, love, and even stories of predatory
attacks. Doina varies depending on the cre-
ator or singer, expressing personal quali-

Historical photo of Ro-
manian people
performing Doina
Cantec ciobdnesc/YouTube
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ties, emotions, and moods. It also plays an
important social role in Romania by pro-
viding a cathartic outlet that strengthens
communal bonds. Historically, Doina is
believed to have Persian roots and has in-
fluenced other musical traditions, includ-
ing klezmer music (Mahajan). “Bela Bar-
tok was the first to bring the Doina to the
attention of the West, having discovered
it iIn Northern Transylvania in 1912. Lat-
er in his travels he found similar genres in
Ukraine, Algeria, Albania, the Middle East,
and northern India” (Buskirk).

Etymology

The origin of the word ‘Doina’ is unknown.
Speculation about the etymology of the
word Doina notes, first of all, a similar
form of music “Daina” (meaning “folk
song”) found in Latvia and Lithuania, rais-
Ing the possibility that the word is an older
Indo-European term. Furthermore, “an-
other possible derivation is from the Serbi-
an word ‘daljina,” meaning ‘furthering’, be-
cause most Doinas are about the feeling of
‘dor’ —a Romanian word meaning ‘intense-
ly missing’” (Buskirk). It is also important
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to note that the etymology of the Doina is a
widely circulated, yet unverified, oral hy-
pothesis.

Doina’s Present and Past

Until the early 20th century in Romania,
the Doina was “the most common type of
peasant song (and in some areas the only
type),” but today it is disappearing from
peasant life (Doina, 2014). This pattern
has occurred across many folk music gen-
res, and is a legacy of the communist era.
During the communist era, a new style of
popular music emerged, “bringing with
it a new style of musical genre that dilut-
ed and detracted from the peasant styles”
(Doina, 2014). However, the Doina 1s “still
common in the Lautari repertoire of the

Traditional Doina performed in farming UNESCO
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Orchestra Doina Maramuresului YouTube

Ardeal and Banat regions” (Doina, 2014).

Hope for Doina

Doina is still preserved in specific regions
of Romania, each with unique styles and
characteristics reflecting the local culture
and environment. Key areas where Doina
traditions remain strong include:

1. Maramures and Oas: Known for
styles like “Horea cu noduri” and
“Hora lunga,” these regions empha
size elaborate vocal techniques.

2. Moldova (Northern Moldova and
Vrancea): Features themes of
longing and melancholy with styles
such as “Doina de jale.”

3. Oltenia and Southern Carpathians
(Mehedinti, Gorj, Valcea): Includes
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styles like “Ca pe coasta” and “De
lunca,” often performed in outdoor
settings.

4. Banat and Ardeal: Instrumental
Doinas are more common here,
played on traditional instruments
like the violin or pan-pipe.

5. Lapus, Nasaud, and Dolj: Regions
that maintain the oral tradition of
improvisation and emotional
expression through Doina.

These regional styles highlight Doina as a
deeply personal and expressive musical
form, celebrated for its improvisational
nature and its role in conveying the per-
former’s emotions and connection to their
surroundings. Despite its diminishing
presence in daily rural life, Doina remains
a cherished element of Romania’s cultural
heritage and 1s recognized by UNESCO as
part of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity

Doina is a vital part of Romania’s cultur-
al heritage, embodying the nation’s emo-
tions, history, and traditions. Its improvi-
sational and expressive nature makes it an
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irreplaceable art form, celebrated for its
unique lyrical and musical qualities. Rec-
ognized globally by UNESCO as Intangible
Cultural Heritage, Doina highlights Roma-
nia’s rich regional diversity while serving
as a bridge between past and future gen-
erations, ensuring the continuity of its cul-
tural legacy.
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Iban women with the Ngepan Iban
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awal Dayak, also known as Hari Ga-

wal, 1S a traditional harvest festival
celebrated by the Dayak ethnic groups,
particularly the Ibans and Bidayuhs, who
live primarily in the Malaysian state of
Sarawak and in West Kalimantan, Indone-
sia. Essentially, Gawai means festival and
Dayak 1is a collective name for the indige-
nous peoples of Sarawak and Indonesian
Kalimantan. Originally marking the end
of the rice harvesting season, Gawai has
grown over the years into a celebration
that encompasses much more than an ag-
ricultural event. It is a spiritual, cultural,
and social occasion that helps the Dayak
people reconnect with their roots, their
ancestors, and the natural world around
them. At its core, Gawail 1S an expression
of gratitude and a way for the community
to come together, honour their traditions,
and ensure the continuity of their cultural
identity for future generations.

For the Dayak people, Gawai Dayak is
not just a harvest festival; it i1s a pivotal
moment to celebrate life, survival, and the
profound connection between the people
and the land. Rice, as the staple food of the
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Dayak, 1s more than just sustenance—it
is seen as a gift from the gods, an offering
from nature that needs to be honoured.
The festival marks the end of the planting
and harvesting cycle, a time to give thanks
for the abundance the earth has provided,
and to pray for continued blessings in the
years to come. But beyond that, it is a cel-
ebration of the people’s bond with the en-
vironment, their ancestors, and the spirits
that guide them.

Gazetted as a public holiday and cele-
brated yearly on 1 June, Gawai Dayak is
both a religious and cultural festival. For
the Ibans, for example, it is a time to seek
blessings from their gods (Sempulang
Gana) and ask for protection and guid-
ance, while also celebrating the communi-
ty’s collective strength. In a world that is
increasingly influenced by modern tech-
nology, urbanisation, and global culture,
Gawai Dayak stands as a reminder of the
Iban roots and their resilience in preserv-
ing their traditional ways of life.

At the heart of Gawali is a deep spiritual
connection with nature. For those who still
hold animistic beliefs - Pengarap Lama,
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Bidayuh elder in
- § _§ traditional Bidayuh
- 8 costume

where everything in the natural world—
be it the trees, rivers, animals, or land—is
believed to possess a spirit — Antu, Gawali
1S a time to honour these spirits, thanking
them for their protection, abundance, and
fertility. It is a reminder that the harvest
1S not just the result of human labour but
also a gift from the divine forces that gov-
ern the earth. The celebration often begins
in the longhouse, the traditional commu-
nal home of the Dayak. The festival starts
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with the miring ceremony, where offerings
are made to the gods and spirits. These
offerings, which include rice, fruits, and
other food items, are meant to express
gratitude for the bountiful harvest and to
ensure that the land remains fertile in the
years to come. Elders and spiritual lead-
ers, known as “Lembambang” or “Tuai
Burung” conduct prayers and rituals, in-
voking the spirits and gods, seeking bless-
ings for the community’s prosperity and
well-being.

But Gawal is not just about the har-
vest; it i1s also about honouring the ances-
tors. The Iban believe that their ancestors’
spirits continue to watch over and guide
them, and their presence is felt during
the festival. Special prayers and offerings
are made to the deceased, acknowledging
their role in shaping the community’s past
and ensuring its future. In this way, Gawai
is a moment to connect with both the di-
vine and the past, reinforcing the cyclical
nature of life, death, and rebirth.

One of the most striking aspects of Ga-
wal Dayak 1s the rich cultural expres-
sions that fill the celebration — art, mu-
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Ngajat Iban in longhouse

sic, dance, and traditional attire - Ngepan
Iban. These elements are not just for enter-
tainment; they are steeped in meaning and

significance. The clothing worn during the

festival, for example, is not just for show;
it is carefully designed with intricate bead-
work, woven patterns, and bright colours,
each representing the wearer’s social sta-
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tus, lineage, and spiritual beliefs. The at-
tire connects the present-day Iban people
to their ancestors and traditions, making
them visible symbols of identity and her-
itage. Traditional dances are also an im-
portant part of Gawai, with the communi-
ty gathering to perform dances that have
been passed down for generations. These
dances - Ngajat Iban are not only a form
of celebration but a way of honouring
the gods and spirits, each movement car-
rying its own meaning and significance.
The rhythms of the “taboh” (a traditional
stringed instrument) and “gong” add to the

Miring ceremony
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spiritual atmosphere, providing a connec-
tion between the people and the divine.
The songs - leka main sung during the fes-
tival tell stories of the community’s history,
struggles, and victories, serving as an oral
tradition that keeps their culture alive.

Decorations within the longhouse are
just as meaningtul. They are adorned with
symbolic motifs, intricate carvings, and
vibrant tapestries that represent the inter-
connectedness of the physical and spiritual
worlds. These decorations are not just for
beauty—they serve as reminders of the
community’s values, beliefs, and the spir-
its that guide them. Through these artis-
tic expressions, the Iban ensure that their
cultural identity is preserved and passed
down to future generations.

Preparations for the auspicious cele-
bration usually start about a month in
advance, with the older generation brew-
ing tuak, commonly known as rice wine.
Popular traditional sweet delicacies such
as penyaram—a snack sweetened with
palm sugar, kuih cuan—a Malaysian ver-
sion of honeycomb cookies, and kuih sa-
rang semut—a delicacy that resembles an
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ant nest—are often prepared by the ladies.
Meanwhile, meat braised in soy sauce,
ngelulun asi pulut—glutinous rice roast-
ed in bamboo, and manuk pansuh—chick-
en cooked in bamboo—are popular sa-
voury dishes. Guests partaking in a custom
known as Ngabang (a tradition where the
Dayaks open their homes to visitors) are
usually served these traditional drinks and
delicacies.

Whether celebrated in rural longhous-
es or urban centers, the festival brings
together people from all walks of life,
strengthening community bonds and rein-
forcing the importance of collective iden-
tity. In recent years, the festival has also
become a way for the Dayak community to
share their culture with others. In urban
areas, Gawal may be celebrated in public
festivals or gatherings, but it still carries
the same spiritual weight and cultural sig-
nificance as it does in the rural longhous-
es. In this way, Gawail Dayak 1is not just
a celebration of the harvest or a time of
thanksgiving—it is an act of cultural re-
sistance and preservation. It is a powerful
statement that the Dayak people’s identi-
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ty, history, and traditions will continue to
thrive, no matter the challenges posed by
modernisation. By celebrating Gawali, the
Dayak people ensure that their cultural
heritage 1s passed on, keeping it alive and
vibrant for future generations.

Patricia Nora Riget is an Associate Professor
at the Department of Asian and European
Languages, Faculty of Languages and
Linquistics, Universiti Malaya. She is a member
of the Bidayuh ethnic group from Sarawak in
East Malaysia. Her research interests are in the
areas of the didactics of foreign languages,
language education and ethnolinguistics of

the indigenous languages of Sarawak as well

as the internationalization of higher education
Institutions.

Gregory Anak Kiyai @ Keai is a Senior Lecturer
at the Faculty of Creative Arts, Universiti Malaya.
He has a strong academic background in Arts
Management, Cultural Anthropology, Art Studies,
and Cultural Studies. His expertise encompasses
visual arts, material culture, ethnic studies,
history, archaeology, and museum studies, with
a particular focus on traditional culture and
indigenous communities.
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The 9th General Assembly of
SUN & the 8th Annual

International Conference of IASS
The 9th General Assembly of SUN was held
successfully last November with about 120
representatives from 30 member universities
participating. The event, held in Naples, was
co-hosted by University of Naples L'Orientale
and Canadian University Dubai.




This year’s events lasted four days under
the theme of "Toward a Stronger and More Ef-
fective Research Collaboration among Mem-
ber Universities of SUN’. Four days confer-
ence started on November 11th with receiving
and welcoming participants where there were
about 24 heads of member universities and
about 30 students. In addition, three universi-
ties in Algeria also joined the event for the first
time and later they also expressed interest in
becoming members of SUN.

During this year’s General Assembly, one
of the significant points was holding the 8th
Annual International Academic Conference
where scholars from diverse backgrounds
gathered to share their studies, findings em-
phasizing the Silk Roads and World History
Civilizations - heroes, conquerors, and adven-
fures.

Also appointing a new Secretary - General
to the USSUN (United Students of SUN) was
another significant milestone. Elia Emanuele
P[ZZATO from CaFoscari University Venice ap-
pointed as the leading figure for the student
nody of SUN.

The gathering concluded as the SUN an-
nounced the venue of 10th General Assembly
as Samarkand, Uzbekistan.
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Secretary General of SUN and the representatives of the WeGO
greetings after signing the MOU

SUN Signs MOU with the World
Smart Sustainable Cities

Organisation (WeGO)
WeGO participated in the 9th General
Assembly of SUN in Naples, ltaly, from 11 to
15 November, 2024. In this gathering, SUN
and WeGO signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) making a significant
milestone for the SUN as well as member
universities. The aim of this partnership is to
collaborate in enhancing youth education in
smart and sustainable cities, empower young
leaders to work for greener and smart cities.
The MoU signing moment also emphasized
the pivotal possibility of promoting youth
engagement in urban sustainability and also
providing students of SUN to participate in the
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WeGO Smart City Champions Program where
students can develop their creative
initiative to turn ongoing urbanization into an
environmentally friendly movement.
According to WeGO, many member univer-
sities showed interest in collaborating with
WeGO projects and expanded networks with
universities and cities in diverse locations
along the Silk Roads.

Photo Contest of SUN
Photo Contest of SUN (PHOCQOS) is one of the
most interesting activities that share the beau-
ty of diversity through participants’
lenses. This year photo contest opened under
the theme of ‘Leisure And Play’

This year PHOCOS received 64 works from
24 participants from 16 different member

Winners of the both photos and writing contests of SUN
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universities including Universita degli Studi di
Napoli Orientale, Allameh Tabataba’i
University, Canadian University Dubai,
National University of Mongolia. Most
interestingly, this year students form
non-member universities have also submitted
applications and the grand prize was won by
Mahdi, from Mohajer Technical and Vocational
University, a non-member university of SUN.
This also proves that SUN plays its role as a
vehicle platform for students around the world
in diverse ways.

Writing Contest of SUN
SUN successfully concluded the Writing
Contest of SUN (WRICOS) under the theme of
Trees. As there are two sections of WRICOS,
one for essays and one for poems, the poem
section received work under the theme ‘Trees’
while the essay section opened for two
themes; 1. Trees and People along the Silk
Roads, and 2. How is contemporary climate
change affecting the physical landscapes and
environments along the Silk Roads?

Through WRICOS, SUN aims to promote
the beauty and values of linguistic diversity
while opening doors for young talented writ-

ers to share their works among member uni-
versities. The WRICOS 2023-2024 has
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Ms. Byambasuren Erdenebayar, the Grand Prize winner
for the Essay

received about 51 works in 11 different
languages from 18 member universities
including Aristotle University of

Thessaloniki, Greece, University of Malaya,
Malaysia, University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka,
University of Guilan, Iran, and Canadian
University of Dubai, UAE. Among these works,
10 awardees for essays and 7 awardees for
poems have been selected.

Under the essay section, Byambasuren
Erdenebayar, from National University of
Mongolia’s work selected for the Grand Prize
while Mustafa Kurnaz, from Ankara University,
Latife Sakhi, from Allameh Tabatabai
University works selected for the excellence
awards. On the other hand, llma Ahmad, from
Canadian University Dubai won the grand
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prize for the poem and Pinsari Jayasundara,
from University of Kelaniya, Dashdulam
Batbold, from Mongolian National University
of Arts and Culture were the 2 recipients of
excellence award.
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USSUN
NEWS

USSUN is the association consisting of student
representatives of member universities of
SUN. It serves as a generator of new dreams
and ambitions, keeping SUN young and lively.
Recognizing and acknowledging the beauty of
diversity as the reason to celebrate, students
aim to pursue peace and prosperity through
mutual understanding, spreading the harmony
to the future, and exchanging the intellectual,
religious and cultural ideas.

They are engaged in various types of projects
(either individual or group) for restoring the
historical and cultural values of the Silk-Roads
and their own countries. Students are also
involved in volunteer work such as providing
assistance and relief work in disaster affected
regions, using their individual knowledge,
talents, and skills.
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USSUN Workshop
Highlights at the 9th
General Assembly in
Naples, Italy

The 9th General Assembly of the Silk-Road
Universities Network (SUN) was successfully
held at the University of Naples “L'Orientale”
in Naples, Italy, in 2024. Among the notable
events was the USSUN (United Students of the
Silk-Road Universities Network) workshop,
which brought together passionate students
from diverse nations for an enriching and
multicultural experience.

2024 first OT

At our first meeting, the OT session, we had
time to introduce the purpose and principles
of SUN. The Silk Road University Network
serves as a pivotal point in opening new paths
of communication and cooperation, future
creation, and peace and harmony through
education, research, and the exchange of
academia and culture related to the Silk Road.
USSUN, an autonomous student organization
under SUN, is an international organization
within our university. In particular, the
professor in charge gave a detailed explanation
about the purpose and orientation of
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USSUN, which allowed us to gain a deeper
understanding of this activity. Additionally, we
took time for each team—PF, RS, and PR—
to introduce themselves, which helped us to
understand the overall activities. It was a time
filled with anticipation for our future activities.
During this USSUN workshop, a new USSUN
leadership team was elected, marking a fresh
chapter for the network’s student body. The
new appointees are as follows:

USSUN Advisor:

Professor Dorota Majewicz, currently
serving as Deputy Chairman of the Social
Sciences Department at the Sopot Scientific

Society (SSA).

USSUN Secretary-General:
Pizzato Elia Emanuele, from Ca’
Foscari University of Venice, Italy.

USSUN President:
Maria Pourlioti, from Aristotle
University of Thessaloniki, Greece.

USSUN Vice President:

Mukhayyokhon Odilkhujaeva Rustam Kizi,
from Uzbek State University of

World Languages, Uzbekistan.
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The workshop was a platform for dialogue,
collaboration, and cultural exchange, further
solidifying the bonds between students of
SUN member universities. The newly elected
leadership is expected to build on these
efforts and guide the network to greater
achievements.

Below, we share some of their thoughts and
reflections from Pizzato Elia Emanuele and
Mukhayyokhon Odilkhujaeva Rustam Kizi.

What is to be done? A
Reflection on the United
Students of the Silk-Road
University Network

Elia Emanuele Pizzato

First of all, I wish to present myself to the dear
reader and fellow student who is embarking
in this sort of not too long monologue. I am
Elia Emanuele Pizzato a master student of
Chinese language and management at the Ca’
Foscari University of Venice. As for now, I also
represent the students of my university in the
Academic Senate (the highest decisional body
in our university) and I am currently the vice
president of the Ca’ Foscari Student Council,
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and representative of Venetian students in the
European university alliance Eutopia.

My first knowledge of the existence of the
United Students of the Silk-Road university
network (USSUN) has been a few months
ago, when the Rector bestowed upon me the
honour to represent the whole Ca’ Foscari
student community in such a broad and
relevant international framework, and hence
to be officially nominated as the Secretary
General of the USSUN during the IX General
Assembly in Naples.

From my part, now I am called to be the voice
of the students from 81 universities spread all
over Asia, Europe and America, in the same
name of the Silk Road that seven centuries
ago permitted Marco Polo, one of the most
illustrious Venetian citizens, to bring together
Europe and Asia. Quite frankly, to walk on the
same path of Marco Polo is nowadays such
an important responsibility, which I could not
forecast even a few months ago, while first
approaching the SUN. However, the aim of this
whole network must be to connect students
from the furthest areas and different cultures
to build together strong international ties
among the peoples.

In order to do so, I believe the USSUN should
find an institutional role as the drive towards
this goal of common internationalism among
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the students of our universities, especially

in times like ours, when mutual distrust, the
resurgence of aggressive nationalism and
winds of war are actively blowing on our heads.
At the general assembly in Naples, there were
only 10 universities represented on a student
level, and there are no precise rules of the
United Students role and internal procedures,
such as the election of the president and vice
president. This is an important point for any
organisation that aims to achieve some sort of
successful result: from the institutional point of
view, we need at |east a student representative
from each of the universities. For the United
Students to work properly it is fundamental to
set up a proper code of procedures to follow,
and spread this same code to all the interested
people. For example, clarifying how the
appointment of the General Secretary works,
how the election of the presidency is set up,
and who holds the right to vote and under
which circumstance.

On the other hand, once the internal
transparency and the largest representation

of the students from all the 81 universities are
reached, we could truly work on expanding
the shared knowledge of the USSUN and its
activities to the broad student public, as well
as projecting future cultural and international
activities to carry on among different
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universities. Furthermore, an important point
to achieve is undoubtedly the institution

of a framework for student international
exchange among the universities involved

in the Silk-Road University Network, to
enhance common understanding and cultural
intercommunication.

As a consequence, I believe that we should
be taking the example of the place where the
USSUN is most active and most organised,
namely the South Korean Hankuk University
of Foreign Studies, to understand the actions
to take. By setting up a deeper connection
with the USSUN Secretariat, the HUFS
experience can indeed teach us how a student
association has been able to organise its own
representative work of the USSUN inside the
university and its student community, as well
as being the backbone of the overall activities
carried out by the USSUN itself.

A lot yetis to be done, and a lot yet is to be
achieved together!

Elia Emanuele Pizzato is a Master’s student
specializing in Chinese Language and
Management at Ca’' Foscari University of Venice,
Italy.
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A Reflection on the United

Students of the Silk-Road
University Network

B ... Odilkhujaeva Mukhayyokhon

My name is Odilkhujaeva Mukhayyokhon. I am
from Uzbekistan and I am 21 years old, study at
Uzbekistan State World Languages University,
on the third year of my bachelor’s degree of
Translation. It is really pleasure for me to share
with you my feelings about 9th GA that has
been held in Naples. First of all i would like to
tell my story of participating in that brilliant
event. Being honest, i didn't know about SUN
and my university offered me to participate

as a rappresentitive student of my university
and i did some researches, and i got a lot of
information, articles about SUN, then i tried

to collect all of my documents to apply VISA of
italy as a result witn invitation letter of SUN i
could take it and i got a chance to visit Naples,
[taly and be in that Assembly.

Reflections on the 9th GA and Future Goals
The 9th General Assembly was more than
just a conference; it was a transformative
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experience that has ignited a passion within
me. The opportunity to connect with brilliant
minds from diverse cultural and academic
backgrounds was truly inspiring. I made a
very big networking among talented and very
smart students all over the world for instance,
Turkey, Greece, South Korea, China etc. We still
keep in touch nevertheless GA was finished
already, it gave me friends, knowledge, cultural
experience and i am so happy that next 10th
GA willbe held in UZBEKISTAN, in my country, it
is great honor to welcome SUN and its talented
students .I am incredibly grateful to have
been a part of such a vibrant and intellectually
stimulating event. One of the most significant
nighlights of the GA was my election as the Vice
President of the United Students of SUN. This
nonor is not just a recognition of my individual
efforts but also a testament to the collective
spirit of the SUN community. I am humbled
and excited to take on this role and contribute
to the organization's growth and development.
As the Vice President, I aim to foster a
stronger sense of unity and collaboration
among students from different universities. As
well as i am currently promoting and presenting
SUN to students more detailed in my country
and trying to give them passion and interest to
join and participate in competitions that exist (
writing, foto, poetry). I envision a future where
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SUN becomes a platform for cross-cultural
exchange, innovation, and social impact. By
organizing various initiatives, such as virtual
workshops, making more active social pages
of USSUN, SUN for different universities all of
the world because i am also doing my second
ERASMUS in Europe, i will work with several
universities, cultural exchange programs, and
joint research projects, we can create a truly
global network of young leaders. Moreover,

[ believe it is crucial to preserve and promote
the rich history and heritage of the Silk

Road. By delving into the works of renowned
explorers like Marco Polo and studying ancient
civilizations, we can gain valuable insights into
the interconnectedness of different cultures
and societies. Such knowledge can help us
address contemporary global challenges and
build a more peaceful and sustainable future.
[ am particularly interested in exploring the
potential of technology to enhance intercultural
understanding. By leveraging digital tools,

we can connect with people from all over the
world, break down language barriers, and
facilitate the exchange of ideas. I hope to work
with fellow students to develop innovative
solutions that can address the pressing issues
of our time. The 9th General Assembly has been
a pivotal moment in my academic journey. It
has broadened my horizons, inspired me to
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dream big, and motivated me to make a positive
impact on the world. I am excited to embark
on this new chapter as the Vice President of
USSUN, and I look forward to working with my
colleagues to create a brighter future for all.

Odilkhujaeva Mukhayyokhon is a third-
year undergraduate student specializing in
Translation Studies at Uzbekistan State World
Languages University, Uzbekistan.
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Efforts to Realize the Spirit
of ‘Silk Roadia’:
USSUN-HUFS's
Achievements of the
Second-Half 2024 Project

(;’) Min-ju Sung
fﬁg Min-song Kim

‘Silk-Road Universities Network (SUN)' has a
vision to “serve the world” by working on a
variety of projects that realsize the values of the
ancient Silk Road, which has been a source of
immense pride. SUN’s Identity is formed by the
Silk Road’s lesson that “cultural differences are
a celebration of diversity, not discrimination,”
and its message of peaceful coexistence and
shared prosperity through mutual exchange.
During the second-half of 2024, the USSUN-
HUFS has made strides in realizing this “Silk
Road Spirit” with two major projects under
the concept of the “Security Council” and the
“United Nations Environment Program” of
the United Natios (UN). This article will take
an in-depth look at the activities and details
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of the those projects, showing how they have
contributed to solve international issues.

The first project followed the concept of the
“Security Council”, which has the responsibility
of maintaining international peace and
security. For the project, we conducted a
seminar to discuss the hurman rights issues
arising from the Israel-Palestine war and seek
solution for these problems. The main focus
of this project was proposing both peaceful
and practical solutions from the perspective of
university students.

The seminar went through a process of
deeply analyzing the background and current
situation of the conflict, discussing the roles
of various actors-governments, international
organizations, corporations, and individuals -
and completed our own Peace Statement on
the Israel-Palestine war.

The statement was translated into eight
languages (Korean, English, Japanese,
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Peace Statement on the Israel-Palestine War

by United Students of the Silk-Road University
Network's Hankuk University of Foreign Studies
(USSUN-HUFS)

To: Leaders of Israel and Hamas, leaders of governments worldwide, the UN Secretary-General,

international organizations, multinational corporations, and global citizens

For approximately 75 years, the conflict between Israel and Palestine has been ongoing. Throughout
history, humanity has sought to create a better society by defining human rights and forming
agreements with other nations as an effort in order to bring about world peace. "All human beings
are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and
should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood" This is Article 1 of the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights.

However, the recent Israel- Palestine war has reminded us that we are still living in an era of
barbarism. In light of this, USSUN-HUFS, expresses deep concern regarding the human rights

1ssues given rise from the Israel-Hamas war.

USSUN-HUFS is exploring the Silk Road, which holds the establishment of human civilization and
moments of brilliant history. The lesson of Silk Road history is not the confusion of war, but the

spirit of Silkroadia, where peace is realized through coexistence.

Therefore, as students who cherish and remember the brilliant civilization of the Silk Road and

Silkroadia, we condemn this war and urge the following:

Chinese, Spanish, French, Russian, and Arabic)
in collaboration with University Students
Interpreters’ Associations (USIA) and exchange
students from various countries. The statement
was sent to various institutions, including the
Press of Hankuk University of Foreign Studies
(HUFS), Human Rights Center of HUFS, the
Model United Nations of HUFS, Amnesty
Interantional Korea, and the World Federation
of United Nations Aoociations (WFUNA), Seoul
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Scretariat.
The full versions of the peace statement are
accessible through the link below:
https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1ONLicII2ESZwMUXBO5vYdTHUNOHVw2VI/

The second project followed the concept of

the “United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP)”, which focuses on addressing
humanity’s pressing environmental challenges.
In this regard, we especially addressed
environmental issues occuring in the Silk
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Road region. The project’s aim was to raise
awareness of environmental issues of this
area and encourage participants to engage in
practical environmental protection activites.
The project was specifically proceeded by
conducting a participatory campaign, where
participants learn about environmental issues
occuring in the typical Silk Road countries
through the game named “Istanble (Istanbul
+ Marble).” “Istanble” is a board game format
that follows the basic rule of the game, ‘Blue
Marble’, where people roll the dice and move
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the markers to a certain city of the Silk Road. In
this way, we broke the conventional format of
the campaign by making students to read the
major environmental problems and solve the
quiz related to that, enabling them to actively
participate in the campaign through games
and quizzes. Also, the participants were able to
share their creative ideas for the environmental
protection of this region and the ways to realize
sustainable, eco-friendly development.

The thing that made the campaign more
special was the materials used for decorating
the booth. The materials for the booth were all
recycled, as we reused discarded boxes, cans,
papers and other reusable materials, resulting
in zero waste even after the campaign. By
this movement, we raised the awareness of
practicising sustainable actions to reduce waste

165



and delivered the importance of environmental
protection.

Additionally, eco-friendly companies,
‘Haulshome’, ‘Gold Baby Rice’, and ‘Orton’
had sponsored their eco-friendly products to
our campaign. We used these products as a
giveaway gift for participating the campaign,
which intrigued the people’s interest to
participate in the event and spread out the
usage of eco-friendly products in daily lives.

The campaign ended successfully, and it
gave a first step for us to render the message
of sustainable development and environmental
awareness, deliver the importance of Silk Road,
and to promote the activities and the core
identities of USSUN-HUFS.

In addition to these two projects, USSUN-
HUEFS is planning a third activity, the “UNESCO”
project. Based on the slogan of safequarding

166



&

L -

wold heritage through international
cooperation in education, science, and culture,
the project will be a “storybook creation”
project for children form various Silk Road
region countries. Based on the interviews

with these children and exchanged students,
the project will work to spread cultural values
of Silk Road and provide valuable education
opportunities for the multicultural children.

In the second half of 2024, USSUN-HUFS
continued to take a practical approach to
international issues based on the Silk Road
spirit, and contributed to the realization of
peace, environment, and cultural values within
the Silk Road region through various projects.
In the future, USSUN-HUFS will continue to
rediscover the cultural and historical exchanges
of the Silk Road region and strive to build a
better world through them.
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We believe that our passion to realize the
spirit of Silk Road and promote international
cooperation has served as a major step for
peace and harmony.

Min-ju Sung is a Student of Persian and

[ranian studies, Business department at Hankuk
University of Foreign Studies in Korea.
Min-song Kim is a Student of English Literature
& Culture, Language & Trade department at
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies in Korea
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NEVWS FROM
MEMBER
UNIVERSITIES

Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki, Greece

Signing of the Sat4Forest Project
Agreement with the European Space
Agency under the National Microsatellite
Program

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki has signed
an agreement with the European Space Agency
(ESA) for the implementation of the program
SatdForest, as of November 14, 2024, in
collaboration with Hellenic Space Center (HSC).
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The implementation of the project is part of
Axis 3 of the National Microsatellite Program,
funded by the National Recovery and Resilience
Plan “Greece 2.0".

The Sat4Forest project aims to enhance the
sustainability of Greece’s forest ecosystems
through the use of advanced Earth Observation
satellite technologies. The project will design,
develop, validate, and deliver a comprehensive
Forest Monitoring Service for Greece, using
a range of satellite remote sensing data from
various sources, with a primary focus on
utilizing very high-resolution data from the
National Microsatellite Program. This program
is an ambitious initiative by the Ministry of
Digital Governance aimed at creating and
using a modern microsatellite constellation for
various national applications, implemented with
the support of the Hellenic Space Center and
the European Space Agency (ESA), and funded
by the Recovery and Resilience Fund.

The Sat4Forest project consists of two
main services: 1) Mapping forest types and
forest fuel biomass, and 2) Forest and Natura
2000 site monitoring. The project will support
informed decision-making in environmental
and forest management, identifying potential
threats to forested areas, recognizing four
categories of risk: urbanization, deforestation,
forest diseases, and pressures due to increased
drought.
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Research Program of the Department

of Civil Engineering AUTh - CARE SEA:
International Cooperation for the
Protection of the Black Sea from Pollution

The research program CARE SEA - Cooperation
and Awareness for Pollution-free and
Environmentally Sustainable Black Sea, is
currently in process by the Department of
Civil Engineering AUTh. The purpose of this
program is to foster environmental cooperation
and raise awareness among stakeholders,
institutions, and citizens about the mitigation
and elimination of pollution in the broader
Black Sea region.
On the Greek side, particular emphasis will be
placed on managing plastics and microplastics
that end up in the marine environment and
protected areas. This will be addressed both
through in-depth study and the development
of a relevant model simulating the movement
of microplastics in the aquatic environment.
Additionally, to utilize the results of the research
for the benefit of Greek society, informational
campaigns will be organized, alongside the
creation of a website where citizens can mark
coastal and marine areas of plastic pollution on
an online map. This information will be shared
with relevant stakeholders so they can take
action and initiate mitigation and collection
efforts.

For more information about the project:
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https://bsu.edu.ge/sub-51/page/2-344/index.
html

AUTH Joins European Universities to Create
the First MOOC on European Cohesion
Policy

The Department of Journalism and Mass Media
and the Department of Informatics AUTh,
along with five other prestigious European
universities, have created the first Massive Open
Online Course (MOOC) on European Cohesion
Policy, launched by the European Commission.
The course aims to address gaps in journalism
education and promote knowledge of Cohesion
Policy and its multiple benefits for European
regions and cities. It is designed for journalism
students, professionals, and anyone interested
in the subject.

The MOOC is a free, interactive online
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learning platform available in all EU languages.
It covers key areas such as EU governance,
Cohesion Policy, available tools for finding data
on the EU, cross-border collaborations, and
research partnerships. The course is structured
into 14 modules and spans an entire semester.
For more information about the course:

https://cope.csd.auth.gr/

Canadian University Dubai, UAE

Canadian University Dubai Fosters
Global Partnerships to Advance Research
Excellence in the UAE

Canadian University Dubai (CUD) is building
on its reputation for academic excellence
with a series of cutting-edge international
collaborations that will deliver world-

class research in specialized fields. These
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multinational partnerships have been
established to foster initiatives that can
impact on a global scale, further boosting the
reputation of the UAE as an emerging centre
and a dynamic hub for innovative research
excellence.

Leading on Sustainable Mobility

CUD’s School of Engineering, Applied Science
and Technology has hosted the prestigious
Third International Conference on Sustainable
Mobility Applications, Renewables, and
Technology, bringing together global experts
to share their insights and advancements in
the field. Featuring keynotes from leading
academics from Aalborg University, Denmark,
University of Sheffield, UK, Zhejiang University,
China, and the German Aerospace Center
(DLR), Germany, the event explored a wide
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spectrum of topics that will shape the future
of sustainability, with emphasis on mobility,
energy, and buildings. The papers presented
addressed some of the emerging challenges
in environmental preservation, including the
development of a solar-aided drone designed
to enhance forest fire surveillance. They also
explored a range of pressing global security
threats, from landmine detection to user
authentication systems.

The university’s student community is
playing its own part in leading the way
to advancing technology for sustainable
transportation. A team of engineering
students has created an innovative Al-powered
management system to enhance the efficiency
and safety of taxi services in Dubai. Known as
SmartTranspo, the innovation won the prize for
‘Best Implementation Champion’ at the Alibaba
Cloud/Al and RTA Hackathon 2024, staged at
this year’s GITEX Global. In addition to $10,000
in Alibaba Cloud credit and a $3,000 cash
prize, the team has earned the opportunity
to participate in next year's international
hackathon in China.

In response to the growing demand for
advanced skilled in emerging technologies,
CUD recently launched a Master of Science in
Artificial Intelligence (MScAI). Aligned with
the World Economic Forum Future of Jobs
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Report, which identifies Al as a key driver of
job creation, the MScAI explores pioneering
technologies associated with the discipline,
including machine learning, deep learning,
natural language processing, computer vision,
robotics, data science, and optimization
algorithms.

Tackling Health Inequalities

CUD’s Department of Public Health has
joined forces with the University of Oxford
to establish the MENA division of The Global
Health Network. The collaboration designates
CUD as the regional hub for the Network’s
‘Artificial Intelligence for Global Health in Asia’
project, which brings prominent academic
institutions together with government and
non-government entities to explore the
potential application and responsible use of
Al in public healthcare. The network involves
strategic partners from 14 countries and has
been established to facilitate research and
knowledge exchange on public health issues
specific to the MENA region.

Associate Professor, Dr. Malcolm Price,
has joined a team of experts convened by the
World Health Organisation (WHO) to tackle the
leading global cause of maternal mortality. The
project is part-funded by the Gates Foundation
and will explore postpartum haemorrhage, in
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order to improve prevention and treatment of
the life-threatening condition.

As part of the university’s commitment to
the Sustainable Development Goals around
combatting climate change and overall
environmental protection, two students
from the Environmental Health Management
Program were officially selected to attend and
participate in the CoP29 Mock Conference
neld in Egypt. They simulated the roles of
country delegates, chief negotiators, and non-
state actors and discussed and voted on their
research-based resolutions.

Building on the university’s existing
partnerships with global organizations aimed
at reducing the worldwide deficit in healthcare
workers, CUD has recently launched a Master
of Public Health degree. Informed by leading
academics from North America and regional
practitioners in healthcare leadership, the
curriculum covers the principal themes
of public health, including epidemiology,
biostatistics and occupational health and
safety, and explores new dimensions of sector
such as innovations in e-health.

Promoting International Collaboration in
Design

CUD’s School of Architecture and Interior
Design has become a member of Cumulus, a
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leading global association for art and design
education and research. Membership of the
association will open doors to international
collaboration in teaching, research, student
exchange programs, competitions, and
awards. As the sole Cumulus member in the
UAE, CUD is positioned on the global stage of
art and design education, helping to boost the
school’s international recognition, reputation,
and ranking. The membership connects
CUD students to a vast network of over 350
universities worldwide, enabling them to
interact with peers from diverse backgrounds
and cultures, creating a richer learning
experience.

Exchange programs with Cumulus member
institutions will offer unique opportunities
to study abroad, explore a new environment,
and gain international experience. Cumulus
also hosts student competitions and awards,
allowing CUD students to participate in
prestigious events to showcase their talent
on a global platform. As a leader in art and
design research, Cumulus fosters collaboration
between member institutions that can create
opportunities for CUD students to participate
in research projects with international teams,
gaining valuable experience and potentially
co-authoring publications. This prestigious
membership was formalized at the 2024
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Cumulus Conference in Budapest, where

CUD joined 25 other worldwide institutions
admitted as new members of the association.
With the addition of the UAE, Cumulus now has
members representing 71 countries.

Chapman University, USA

Chapman Health Science Faculty, Students
Make Global Connections: Physical Therapy
faculty Share Expertise with Ukraine and
Tajikistan

Chapman physical therapy faculty got involved
this year with PT education in Ukraine, with the
goal of developing resources for Tajikistan—
which borders Afghanistan, China and other
former Soviet republics.

179



Chapman faculty got involved through
former faculty member Marcia Greenberg.
Greenberg has worked for more than a
decade with Momentum Wheels for Humanity,
a nonprofit that works with people with
disabilities around the world. Greenberg
introduced a version of Chapman'’s stroke
boot camp in El Salvador during her training
of physical therapists. She developed teaching
resources for PTs in Ukraine that have been
ongoing since 2015. Part of Momentum'’s
current project, which is funded by USAID,
is to develop an entry-level physical therapy
program in Tajikistan.

Greenberg told Prof. Allison McKenzie that
one challenge in Tajikistan's PT education is
a heavy reliance on lectures, even for hands-
on clinical courses. “So I suggested that we
show them how we do it at Chapman—i.e.
integrating lab and ‘lecture’ so that students
can learn to apply and practice what they are
learning while getting feedback from faculty,”
says McKenzie, DPT, Ph.D.

She began working with Greenberg and
Momentum to share videos of Chapman classes
with Republican Medical College in Tajikistan.
The material will augment training materials
developed by World Physiotherapy to help
create the equivalent to an associate’s degree
PT program, Greenberg says.
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“The goal is to enhance PT education
and practice in Eastern Europe, while the
international educators learn more about the
local culture and customs,” McKenzie says.

The Chapman material includes footage and
practice management courses, where students
learn to evaluate and treat different diagnoses.
Once educators are trained, they can teach
their peers and then students, McKenzie says.

Audio of the Chapman classes will be
translated into Russian, which is spoken by
most faculty Tajikistan, and Tajik, spoken by
many younger people like students. She and
ner collaborators from World Physiotherapy
nope this will form a framework on which the
PT school in Tajikistan can build their own
orogram.

“They’re pretty much starting from scratch
there,” she says. “We want to tailor whatever
we do to be appropriate for their culture.”

Greenberg says graduates of the program
will be the “pioneers of the profession”
in Tajikistan. Work on the program also
dovetails with the World Health Organization’s
Rehabilitation 2030 initiative, which supports
incorporating rehab into the health care of all
countries,

“With the support of Chapman, they can
see where they're headed,” Greenberg says.
“It's a really big help and we appreciate that
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Department Chair Shawn Farrokhi and the
whole faculty have been so supportive.”

|
University of Coimbra, Portugal

University of Coimbra Recognized for
its Contribution to Sino-Portuguese
Humanistic Exchanges

The University of Coimbra received the
Prize for Contribution to Sino-Portuguese
Humanistic Exchanges awarded by the Chinese
Ambassador to Portugal, Zhao Bentang, at a
ceremony held on 1 June 2024 at the Chinese
Embassy in Lisbon.

On behalf of the University of Coimbra, the
prize was received by the Director of the Sino-
Lusophone Academy (ASL-UC), Professor Rui
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de Figueiredo Marcos, and the Director of the
Confucius Institute (ICUC), Professor Cristina
Zhou.

University of Coimbra and GISU Alliance
Host Week of Cultural and Academic Events

Between October 10 and 18, the University of
Coimbra, in partnership with the Guangzhou
International Sister City Universities Alliance
(GISU), held a series of events under the
International Language and Cultural
Committee Project.

The program featured online seminars, an
international symposium and a multicultural
film cycle, strengthening cultural and academic
ties among Portugal, China, and Portuguese-
speaking countries.

On October 11, the International Symposium
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“Building International Bridges” was held at
Colégio da Trindade, in celebration the 5th
anniversary of the Sino-Lusophone Academy
of the University of Coimbra (ASL-UC), with an
opening lecture given by the former President
of the Republic of Cape Verde, Jorge Fonseca,
a UC alumnus, with the theme ‘The flavours,
places, knowledge and non-places of the
Portuguese language’.

The event also marked the 500th anniversary
of Luis Vaz de Camdoes, the 700th anniversary of
Marco Polo’s death, and the 45th anniversary
of diplomatic relations between Portugal and
China.

University of Donja Gorica (UDG),
Montenegro

Introducing Innovative Model of
Studies at UDG

University of Donja Gorica (UDG) develops a
very unique model of education and has a very
clear research orientation, as well as a strategic
orientation towards the development of an
enterpreneurial characteristic in its studies.
The primary aim of studying at UDG (based

on the study model according to “Professor’s
equation” S=z.i2) is to enable student -
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through acquiring knowledge and intensity of
life during studies (where the latter, according
to Professor’s equation, is more important
and enables conversion of knowledge gained
into abilities) — to be able to follow the global
processes in the world around him/her, to
notice changes or change tendencies, as well
as potential problems and conflicts that go
together with these changes, and to be able
to accept the responsibility of solving such
problems, either through creating products
and services in their own companies (during
the educational process we put an emphasis
on this) or as an “expert on uncertainty”, who
will offer his/her expertize to employers on
the global market. These very individuals,
having those abilities and the character of a
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researcher who sees changes and is ready to
accept responsibility to manage such changes,
are competitive on the global market.

UDG is an entrepreneurial innovative
university whose model of studies is based on
Rector’s concept — Professor’s equation-S=z.
i2, by which the theoretical and philosophical
character of studies at UDG is expressed. (Idea
creator Prof. Veselin Vukotic)

The series of disscusions and interactive
trainings aimed at the professional
development and professional development of
the teaching staft’s pedagogical competencies
began. About 250 teachers and associates of
the University of Donja Gorica were involved,
who had the opportunity to learn from
experienced professors from various fields
in university pedagogy. They could further
improve their professional competences
on learning outcomes of teaching process,
stimulating creative and critical thinking
of students, developing rhetorical skills in
teaching, discuss about further review of
the curricula of UDG study programmes and
innovations in teaching and new trends.

Further, on the initiative and the idea of the
Rector of the University of Donja Gorica (UDG),
the new initiative and idea has been continued
with implementation - a project with young
associate and teaching assistant with aim of
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professional development and improving the
quality of studies and teaching process at UDG
— a new innovative project “1:1"” for young
associates. About 60 young associates were
involved.

“Ideas and Character” Project at
UDG - Winter Semester 2024/25

The project was founded in 2007 as a idea

of our Rector, Prof. Dr Veselin Vukotic. The
principle of the organization of this project is to
form random groups of students, with students
having no right to create and decide on group
members. The groups consist of 6 members
(students of different profiles and interests)
from the same level of studies who, during the
whole semester (the duration of one project
cycle) work on a particular topic on their own.
The topics are related to different spheres

of education, and cover the areas of science,
poetry, literature, art, business, and more.

The total number of cycles is six (6) - one per
each semester during Bachelor studies. The
aim of this project, which presents the core of
studies at UDG and distinguishes us from other
universities, is for the students to develop the
following:

1. Creativity - the ability of creating something
new and eliminating fear of difference. Finding
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relations between seemingly unrelated facts in
order to find a creative solution to the problem.

2. Initiative and innovation - the courage

to make decisions and adopt an innovative
approach towards problem-solving and looking
at the problem from different perspectives.

3. Team work and team spirit - the development
of the ability to work on a team, simulation

of real-life situation: cooperation with people
students do not know, development of higher
level of tolerance and communication with
people of different profiles.

4. Performing in public - the competition
within the project is held in front of the
audience of at least 150 people. Through 6
cycles (semesters), students practice the ability
of public speaking and discussion in front of a
large audience.

5. Communicative abilities and managing
conflicts - the ability to communicate with
others and different people, that is, conflict-
solving within the teams.

6. Leadership - the struggle for one’s own
ideas and defense of personal attitudes. By
developing leadership abilities, students

188



develop the ability to organize the teamwork.

/. Friendliness, tolerance and understanding of
others

8. Students’ general education

This semester’s theme was “Fyodor
Mikhailovich Dostoevsky: Martyr and Thinker”

What is the goal of this theme for “Ideas and
Character”?

To awaken students passion for life through
the life of Dostoevsky himself, as well as
through the lives of his main characters. The
aim is for students to turn towards life, to not
view life as a straight path leading you calmly
to the destination we all face—death—Dbut
to instill and develop in yourself the mental
paradigm: Life is a struggle! Life is a struggle!
Life is a struggle! Life is like a shipwreck
survivor; we try to grab onto every straw!...
To seize every opportunity!... Leave behind
the fast-food paradigm of understanding
life: that everything can be achieved quickly
and easily, that everything belongs to us, and
that someone else should provide it all for
us... You and your generation are suffering
from the iliness of pampering!... Can reading
Dostoevsky “shake” you out of this comfort?...
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“But that was back then! We live in a modern
age now!”... Yes, much has changed! Especially
technologically! But people have not changed!
And Dostoevsky writes precisely about people,
about humanity, about character, personality,
and value systems... The same people, like
the characters in Dostoevsky's books, dressed
differently and holding mobile phones, walk
around you, socialize with you. Around you are
disquised Dostoevskian characters, both the
evil ones and the good ones. How can they be
recognized? How can we learn to read people?
Having seen its importance and influence
on UDG students, the “Ideas and Character”
Project has been introduced as a mandatory
part of teaching activities within courses in
study programmes at UDG.
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Graduation Ceremony for
UDG Students

As a reminder of the symbolic number

of students enrolled in the first two UDG
faculty units, 111 students each in two study
programmes, the graduation ceremony is held
on 11th November at 11 o'clock every year.
This year, the ceremony was attended by about
2,000 students, parents, lecturers, guests

from business sector, international institutions
and other admirers of UDG work, friends and
partners.

425 students graduated from twelve
faculties at the University of Donja Gorica in
academic year 2023/24. The total number of
students who completed a master’s degree
at our University is 135, while in the same
academic year, 5 students completed their PhD
studies.
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On the occasion of University Day, a
traditional speech was delivered by the rector,
Prof. Dr Veselin Vukotic, who pointed out that
UDG is a successful start-up idea, not only
in Montenegro and that he hope that their
current life at the UDG has awakened their
courage and boldness to believe in themselves
respect their freedom and dignity, and to have
self-respect.

This event is being organized with the
intention that everything that was invested in
student personality, character, and humanity
during their studies will be integrated even
more deeply and organically into their being,
that the memory of this event will always
awaken in students the messages you received
and cultivated during studies at the UDG.
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Hankuk University of Foreign
Studies, Republic of Korea

Polish First Lady Agata Duda Visits Hankuk
University of Foreign Studies... Discusses
Expansion of ‘Reading Culture Promotion
Campaign’
On Thursday, October 24, First Lady Agata
Duda, who was visiting Korea with Polish
President Andrzej Duda during his state visit,
visited our university, met with President Park
Jeong-woon, and had a meeting with students
majoring in Polish.

Mrs. Agatha Duda praised Hankuk
University of Foreign Studies, saying, “As
the best foreign studies institution in Korea,
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies has led
the nation’s development since the Korean
War and raised its status on the international
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stage.” In addition, the First Lady introduced
the “Reading for All Nation - Reading Culture
Promotion Campaign” that the Office of the
Polish President has hosted since 2012, and
expressed her hope for the expansion of the
campaign, saying, “I hope that this campaign,
in which Hankuk University of Foreign Studies,
the mecca of foreign language education that
teaches the languages of the world, selects
one book every year and reads it together,
will spread.” Present at the event were Vice
President for Finance and External Affairs Kim
Min-jung, Dean of International Affairs Yang
Jae-wan, and Dean of the Polish Department
Choi Seong-eun, who expressed their sympathy
for the purpose of the campaign and shared
various opinions on exchanges between our
university and Polish universities.

After a friendly chat with President Park
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Jung-woon, Ms. Agata Duda met with Polish
students and told them about her experience
as a German teacher in her younger years,
and said that she had been eagerly awaiting
today’s meeting. She also encouraged and
thanked the students who had chosen Polish,
a difficult foreign language, as their major.
Choi Woo-jae (Class of 2018) and Kim Min-seo
(Class of 2022), dressed in traditional Polish
attire, presented the First Lady with a bouquet
of flowers and had a cordial conversation with
Ms. Duda about various topics such as why she
chose Polish as her major, her future career
path, and her favorite Polish authors, and also
allowed her to ask questions of the students.

The First Lady also presented the attendees
with souvenirs she had prepared, and
presented the Polish language department
with sports T-shirts featuring the Polish

195



national coat of arms, a collection of Polish
iterature, and various board games and word
puzzles as encouragement to continue learning
Polish in an enjoyable way.

Kang Tae-i (class of 20), who participated in
the event, said, “I felt a great sense of pride in
being a member of the Polish Department and
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, because
was able to speak directly with the First Lady in
Polish, which I chose as my major. I remember
the words emphasizing the need for reading.”
Kim Jeong-hyeok (graduate school, European
Union Studies, majoring in Polish politics) said,
“Through my meeting with the First Lady, I was
able to experience the cultural bond between
Korea and Poland. In the future, [ would like
to become a Polish regional expert and play a
role in promoting friendship between the two
countries.”
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Related: Wizyta w Koreanskim Uniwersytecie
Jezykow Obcych Hankuk (Office of the President
of Poland, 2024.10.24.) (https://www.
prezydent.pl/malzonka-prezydenta/aktywnosc/
wizyta-w-koreanskim-uniwersytecie-jezykow-
obcych-hankuk-,93317)

|
Mutah University, Jordan

Mutah Establishes Dentistry Faculty

Mutah University has announced the
completion of its educational and medical
infrastructure by establishing a Faculty of
Dentistry. This significant step aims to enhance
the healthcare sector in Southern Jordan,
particularly in Karak Governorate. According

to the University's president, Prof. Salam Al-
Naimat, the initiative represents a qualitative
addition to the institution, striving to advance
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medical education and directly serve the local
community by preparing specialized dental
professionals to meet market demands.

Since its establishment, Mutah University has
played a pivotal role in improving healthcare
services across the region. Its affiliated
specialized Healthcare Center clinics provide
critical medical services to local residents while
also serving as a training ground for students
from the faculties of Medicine, Pharmacy, and
Nursing. The addition of the Faculty of Dentistry
will further address essential healthcare needs,
particularly in oral and dental care, areas that
often lack adequate resources in Southern
Jordan.

Mutah University aims to strengthen medical
education by fostering a comprehensive
academic environment equipped with
advanced facilities and skilled faculty. The new
Faculty of Dentistry enhances the university's
reputation as a leading academic hub in
Southern Jordan, capable of graduating
competent professionals to support the
healthcare workforce across the country.

The university has confirmed its readiness
for this expansion by equipping the new faculty
with state-of-the-art laboratories and lecture
halls that meet global standards. The Faculty
of Dentistry is expected to not only provide
high-quality education but also support
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scientific research in oral and dental health,
aligning with national healthcare policies and
sustainable development goals.

With this addition, Mutah University
strengthens its position not only as an
educational institution but also as a strategic
partner in advancing public health, particularly
in underserved communities. This reflects
its commitment to empowering local and
national development through education and
healthcare.

Samarkand International
University of Technology,
Uzhekistan

SIUT Participates in the 9th International
SUN Conference in Naples
From November 12 to 14, 2024, the 9th
General Assembly of the Silk-Road Universities
Network (SUN) was held in Naples, Italy. Since
February 2023, SIUT has been a member of
this international network, which strengthens
academic collaboration among universities
located along the ancient routes of the Silk
Road.

The 9th Annual Assembly was organized by
the University of Naples “L'Orientale” (Italy) and
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the Canadian University Dubai (UAE), which
currently chairs SUN. Alongside the Assembly,
the 8th Annual Conference of the International
Association of Silk-Road Studies (IASS) was held
under the theme “From Silk Roads to World
History Civilizations: Heroes, Conquerors and
Adventurers”.

The main theme of the 9th General Assembly
was “Strengthening the Network Power of SUN
for Fostering International Cooperation and
Collaboration among Member Universities
of SUN". The event brought together
representatives from 21 universities across
17 countries located along the terrestrial
and maritime routes of the Silk Road. Among
the attendees were rectors, presidents, vice-
chancellors, heads of delegations, professors,
and students from SUN member universities.

200



In total, the conference gathered over 350
participants.

Traditionally, the Assembly began with a
flag parade of SUN member universities, and
the SIUT flag proudly took its place in the
ceremony.

A notable achievement was the success of
SIUT student Elyor Sabirov, who was among
the top 10 authors in the international WRICOS
2023-2024 essay competition (Writing Contest
of SUN), held as part of the 9th General
Assembly. Elyor received a special award and
certificate in recognition of his achievement.
Another significant event for the university
was the election of SIUT Professor Mohammad
Galety as the President of the International
Association of Silk-Road Studies (IASS) for
2025.
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At the conclusion of the Assembly, future
SUN conferences were announced. By
unanimous decision, SIUT was named the host
of the “milestone” 10th General Assembly of
SUN and the 9th Annual IASS Conference in
2025. The decision was ceremonially confirmed
by the passing of the SUN flag to Professor
Sungdon Hwang, Dean of the Korean Institute
of Technology and Culture (KITC) within SIUT.

SIUT's active participation in international
events under the auspices of SUN highlights the
university’s commitment to strengthening ties
with the global academic community, creating
new opportunities for students and faculty, and
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advancing educational and scientific projects
on a global scale. The university strives to make
a significant contribution to the development
of global dialogue, supporting SUN'’s mission
to build bridges between cultures through
education.

We look forward to seeing you at the next
10th General Assembly of SUN in Samarkand!
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SILKROADIA is the official webzine of the >
Silk-Road Universities Network (SUN). We have

more than 800,000 subscribers including professors,
researchers, students, presidents, rectors, and chan-
cellors of universities & research institutions located
along the land and maritime Silk Roads. We welcome
your articles and images on any of the topics related
to the Silk Roads. The topics are those mentioned be-
low but not limited to:

Culture on the Silk Roads: religion, local cuisine, artwork, jewelry,
toys, pottery, dance, music, musical instruments, traditional / contem-
porary dress, types of dwelling, festivals, rituals, weddings, funerals, ta-
boos.

Heritage on the Silk Roads: archaeological / historical heritage sites,
literature, paintings, statues and sculptures.

Travel on the Silk Roads: natural wonders, markets, hotels, caravan-
serais, transportation.

Any interesting and diverse stories about people, places and events
In your area, including the life of ordinary people and interview.

*All articles and images shall be original and not infringe upon copyright
rules. The working language is English and contributors’ contact informa-
tion must be included.

Please send to sunwebzine@sun0822.org
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SILKROADIA seeks
student reporters

SILKROADIA is looking for students
who are willing to write articles about

the Silk Roads and other topics of their in-
terest.

What SUN student reporters do?
- Report Silk Roads-related activities and events in their country

- Report important activities and events in their university
- Work on articles or images as requested by the SUN Secretariat

Qualifications

Students of the member universities of SUN

Must be fluent in English

Must send at least two writing samples in English to sunwebzine@sun0822.
org

SUN student reporters are usually expected to work for one semester.

What they get

Articles and images published on SUN webzine and website.

Receives the official certificate from SUN

The student, who is annually selected as the best reporter by the SUN
secretariat, will be invited to attend the annual General Assembly of SUN
with full coverage of the air travel and accommodations.

How to apply
Contact us at sunwebzine@sun0822.org
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The official webzine of SUN
to carry advertisements from
next issue

SILKROADIA, the official webzine of the Silk-Road Universities Net-
work, is a biannual publication which was launched in 2019. All the edi-
tions published so far are available at the SUN website.

As the official publication of SUN, SILKROADIA aims to serve as an

effective medium of communications among the SUN Family members
and between SUN and the outside world.

In order to fulfill its mission, SILKROADIA features a variety of in-
teresting, informative and insightful articles and images, most of them
provided by professors and students of the SUN member universities and
institutes. The contents vary from in-depth academic articles and com-
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mentaries authored by experts to easy-to-enjoy stories on heritage and
travel on the Silk Roads. We are proud of having published genuinely
original contents — like the imaginary interview which highlighted people
like Marco Polo and Ibn Battuta, the legendary travelers and adventurers
who are identified with the ancient Silk Roads.

Such an abundance of interesting contents on SILKROADIA draws
a lot of readers from around the world. The webzine already boasts of a
regular audience of about 800,000 people, including the faculty members
and students of the 82 member universities and institutes in 65 cities of
28 countries along the Silk Roads. This is one of the reasons we began
thinking about the potential of SILKROADIA as a potential place for ad-
vertisements.

Carrying advertisements on SILKROADIA has two objectives: First,
advertisement revenue will certainly help SUN stand on its own financial-
ly, which has become more urgent in the wake of the ceasing of support
from the Gyeongsangbuk-do Provincial Government. Second, adver-
tisements on SILKROADIA will help the webzine raise its standard to a
higher level. Good publications draw good advertisers and a genuinely
popular publication cannot go without advertisements.

It is against this backdrop that SILKROADIA will carry advertisements
from the next issue, which is expected to be published around June 2021.
The first potential advertisers could be member universities and institutes
of SUN who wish to promote their academic programs, exchange of stu-
dents and other international programs and events. The advertisement
pages of course will be open to those outside SUN, including educational
associations, organizations and companies.

Details, including the rates and formats, will be released soon, which
will be delivered to member universities and institutes and outside orga-
nizations through the official communication channel of the SUN Secre-
tariat and SILKROADIA

We expect active support from SUN members. Thank you.

Ad rates (tentative)

Page size Price Submission due
Full page  USD 500 TBA

1/2page  USD 300 TBA

1/4page  USD 200 TBA
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